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PRESBYTERY OF NEVADA – SPRING 2025 MEETING  

Reno Korean Presbyterian Church, Sparks, Nevada | March 11-12, 2025 
Stated Meeting | Moderator Minister Adrian Doll, Presiding | Stated Clerk Minister J Christy Ramsey 

Minister Commissioners 
Robert Crall  Retired 
David Dendy  Mountain View  
Adrian Doll   Green Valley 
Ross Doyel   Retired 
Kate Freeman  Validated Ministry, Presbytery Staff 
Sue Goodman  Retired 
Ken Harper   Retired 
Jim Houston-Hencken Grace  
Greg Hughes  Lake Tahoe Community 
Robert Kelley  Retired 
Patrick Mecham  Retired 
Nonong Ordonez  Henderson United 
David Pak   Korean Presbyterian Church of Reno 
Hilda Pecoraro  Green Valley  
Christy Ramsey  Validated Ministry, Presbytery Staff 
Jeffery Rumble  Spanish Springs 
Craig Sanders  Grace 
Jeanie Shaw  Validated Ministry, Ministry Engagement Advisor 
Lee Styer   Retired 
Scott Trevithick  Validated Ministry, Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Rebecca Watkins  First, Virginia City 
Richard Young  Validated Ministry, Zephyr Point Conference Center 

Elder Commissioners 
Lori  Ashton Henderson United    1 of 2 
Ray  Bledsoe St Johns, Reno     1 of 2 
Karla  Canfield Mountain View      1 of 3 
Jeanne Chang Korean Presbyterian Church of Reno 1 of 2 
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Dave  Cornell Green Valley      1 of 3 
Ron  Eyer  Grace      1 of 3 
Malcolm Hunt  First, Virginia City     1 of 1 
Carol  Johnson Green Valley     2 of 3 
Teresa Mateo Henderson United    2 of 2 
Elaine Noble Spanish Springs      1 of 1 
Melva  O’neill Westminister     1 of 1 
Esther Pan  Taiwanese American Church   1 of 1 
Veron Dale Pelz Jr Christ      1 of 1 
Amy  Willoughby St. John's       2 of 2 
Kelly  Winters Community , Hawthorne   1 of 1   
Jami  Wiseman Truckee Lutheran     1 of 1 
Lynn  Zenier Grace       2 of 3 
 

Commissioned Ruling Elders 
Dennis Bunce  Westminster 
Chris Kirschman  Mountain View  
Udechukwunyere Oji Emmanuel Faith Chapel 
Vicki Wilson  Christ  
Elaine York   St. John's  
Linda Young  Community Presbyterian 

Elder Committee Chairs & Officers 

Excused 
Lynn Barnett  Elder   Funeral 
Peggy Hall   Council chair Travel Challenge 
Ed Hilton   Minister  Working 
Bruce Kochsmeier Minister  Retired 
Ed Luckett   Minister  Travelling 
Jean Rey   Personnel Chair Travel Challenge 
Karen Stokes  Elder   Illness 
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Lee Styer   Minister  Travelling 
 

Notes:  

• When not grouped otherwise, the Stated Clerk strives to refer to 
members of the Presbytery who are Ministers of the Word and 
Sacrament as Ministers and Ruling Elders as Elders (this includes 
Ruling Elders who have been Commissioned). 

• “Presbyterian Church” has been truncated from the ending of church 
names listed above. 

• Commissioned Ruling Elders are listed by their commissioned ministry, 
not necessarily the church of their membership. 

• Cities or towns are listed if there is more than one church in the 
presbytery with the name listed 

• The numbers following elder commissioners are from the yearly 
presbytery parity report that allocates elder commissioners among our 
churches to achieve parity between elder and minister commissioners 

• Guests are only listed if they are presenting at the meeting.  
• The Presbytery of Nevada’s practice is to grant the privilege of the floor 

(speaking) to anyone recognized by the Presbytery moderator. The 
Presbytery does not enroll corresponding members. 
O According to our Standing Rules (1.5000), elected staff of The 

Synod of The Pacific, and The General Assembly laboring in our 
area, are enrolled as Corresponding members, with voice but 
without vote for the period of their service. 
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PRESBYTERY CONVENES 

The meeting was opened at 1:05 pm by Moderator Minister Adrian Doll 

Devotion and prayer was given by Minister David Dendy. God’s table is long 
enough to cover our feet (see Mephibosheth, 2 Samuel 9), our imperfections 
and we are welcome here. 
 
Moderator Minister Adrian Doll established a quorum with attendance 
recorded on the print-in sheets at the registration table. 

The Docket was approved without objection.  

WELCOME 
The Presbytery was welcomed by Minister Nonong Ordonez, pastor of our host 
church, Henderson United PC (HUPC). 
 

SPIRITUAL WARMINGS 
Minister Kate Freeman, Pastor to the Presbytery, led a time of reflection on 
connections through prayer, scripture, images, and shared activities. 

Commissioning Service Announcement 
Kate announced that her Commissioning service as Presbytery Pastor will 
take place at the September meeting at Zephyr Point, with Minister Jihyun Oh 
preaching. She invited those who have received handmade stoles to wear 
them in place of the traditional red stole. 

Presentation to Host Church 
Kate presented Henderson United Presbyterian Church with a handmade 
Communion set in gratitude for hosting this meeting. 
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GREETINGS 
 

The Presbytery received greetings from some in attendance: 
 

Minister Dick Young, Director of Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference Center 
Minister Jean Shaw, Ministry Engagement Advisor, PCUSA 
Minister Christine Long, Church Consultant, Board of Pensions, PCUSA 
Mr. Aaron Sheets, Chief Executive Officer, HopeLink of Southern Nevada 
 
Mr. Sheets showed a video of the building they will construct on the property 
at Henderson United PC. This building will offer HUPC a large room for 
gatherings such as the meeting of the Nevada Presbytery. And office space for 
HopeLink as they work to prevent homelessness. 

 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  
Presbytery approved the Minutes of the September 2024 meeting at The 
Korean Church of Reno, Sparks, Nevada.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

PEACE AND JUSTICE – MINISTER REBECCA WATKINS 
1. Asked churches not to designate a specific recipient for the One 

Great Hour of Sharing offering, since doing so prevents the funds 
from being available for people who need them. 

2. Elder Marcia Evans introduced Andrea Garcia of Community 
Services of Nevada. Community Services of Nevada (CSNV) provides 
counseling for home buying, renting, and ownership, along with adult 
and youth education, immigration services, and seasonal low-cost 
tax help. 

 
The Peace and Justice Committee ended its report. 
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COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION COR – Elder Chris Kirschman 
This Committee collaborates with the Nominating Committee to ensure 
a balance of equal gender and geographic representation on 
committees. They also worked with Personnel on the policy for Child 
Protection (which is available on our website). 
 

The Committee on Representation ended its report. 

 
EQUIPPING – Minister Craig Sanders  

1. Churches who wish may use public domain hymns in the Glory of 
God, an MP-4 video service in place of live music. Equipping will 
supply the $500 fee. 

2. Presbytery rescinded the Young Adult Advocate for General 
Assembly policy, reverting the nomination to the nominating 
committee. 

3. The Grant Funds Request form is on the website under the menu 
item Forms and at pbyl.ink/grant 

4. Boundary Training process: send an email to Stated Clerk Christy 
Ramsey requesting a link to register for the training modules from 
Praesidium Academy via the Insurance Board. Craig agreed to 
prepare training to sign up at the next meeting of the Presbytery. More 
information on our website: pbyl.ink/boundary 
 

The Equipping Committee ended its report. 

 
MISSION OUTREACH – Elder Dennis Bunce  

1. Listed the organizations to which they gave funds 
2. Presbytery approved Emmanuel Faith Chapel as a New 

Worshipping Community.  Elder UD Chukwukelu presented the 
Presbytery with a framed picture of the church plant building in 
Nigeria, which Mission Outreach supports, and a brass plaque 
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expressing their appreciation.  Minister Jim Houston-Hencken led the 
Presbytery in prayer for Emmanuel Faith and Elder UD Chukwukelu. 

 
The Mission Outreach Committee ended its report. 

 
Vice Moderator Minister Sue Goodman assumes the position of 
Moderator as Minister Adrian Doll steps aside to give the Personnel 
Committee report. 

 
PERSONNEL Minister Adrian Doll  

Stated Clerk/General Presbyter Christy Ramsey's term ends on March 
31, 2026, and he has chosen not to stand for re-election. Personnel is 
receiving applications for the 3-year, renewable term position as Stated 
Clerk/General Presbyter for presentation to the September meeting of 
the Presbytery for election. 

 
 Moderator Minister Adrian Doll resumed the position of moderator. 
 
The Personnel Committee ended its report. 
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General Assembly Amendments – Minister Scott Trevithick 
Scott gave an overview of the amendment process.  Commissioners 
were advised that speakers were to alternate between those in favor of 
the amendment and those opposed to it. 
 
24-A Negative Vote Ballot  21-Yes  32-No  0-Abstain 
24-B Affirmative Vote Voice 
24-C Negative Vote Ballot    4-Yes  47-No  1-Abstain 
24-D Affirmative Vote Voice 
24-E Affirmative Vote Voice 
24-F Affirmative Vote Voice 
24-G Affirmative Vote Voice 
24-H Affirmative Vote Voice 
24-I Negative Vote Division 23 -Yes  22-No  4-Abstain 
24-J Affirmative Vote Voice 
24-K Affirmative Vote Voice 
24-L Affirmative Vote Voice 
24-M Affirmative Vote Voice  There was one abstention voiced. 
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CLERK’S REPORT  March 2025 

 
RECOGNITION OF NATIVE LANDS AND PEOPLES  
The Presbytery of Nevada is comprised of land that belonged to the indigenous people for 
countless generations before we took that land for ourselves.  
 
We honor the Indigenous people’s ongoing work for recognition and their fight to recover 
their relationship with the land. The repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery and 
encouragement to start our meetings with a land acknowledgment was recommended by 
the PCUSA General Assembly in 2018 to all mid councils, that is, presbyteries and synods.  
It is a way to demonstrate that we are God’s people who stand for justice for all.  
 
Before we begin, we pause in holy reverence to remember the ground beneath our feet. 
This land—shaped by wind and time, fire and water—is sacred. 
 
The Valley of Fire, with its towering red rocks and ancient petroglyphs, holds the memory of 
the Southern Paiute people, especially the Moapa Band, who have lived, loved, prayed, 
and journeyed here for thousands of years. 
 
We honor their deep and abiding relationship with this land long before borders or maps 
were drawn. Their stories are etched into stone, their songs carried on the desert wind. This 
land was never empty—it has always been alive with presence, purpose, and people. 
 
Today, the Moapa Band of Paiutes continues to live nearby, on a portion of their ancestral 
homeland, where they care for their community, their culture, and the earth entrusted to 
them. They continue to resist erasure, celebrate their heritage, and work for justice, 
dignity, and sovereignty. 
 
As people of faith, we acknowledge the painful legacy of displacement and injustice that 
Indigenous peoples have endured. We confess the complicity of churches and 
governments in this harm. And we recommit ourselves to walking in the ways of justice, 
humility, and peace. 
 
With gratitude, we recognize the Moapa Band of Paiutes and all Southern Paiute peoples—
past, present, and future. May our gathering here be marked by respect, by listening, and 
by the hope of reconciliation. Wherever you are, I encourage you to learn about the 
indigenous people of the land that you are on.  
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March 2025 [actions at Fall September 2024 presbytery meeting and afterward] 
 
ORDINATIONS   NONE 
CHARTERED    NONE  
INSTALLATIONS   Minister Jeff Rumble Spanish Springs Presbyterian 
1/26/2025 P 1/16/2025 
ENROLLMENTS   NONE  
DISMISSALS  NONE 
REMOVED    NONE  
RENUNCIATED   NONE  
RELEASED    NONE 
TRANSFERRED   Minister Thomas Willadsen, John Calvin Presbytery, 
DECEASED    Minister Jackie Leonard, January 12, 2025  
VALIDATED MINISTRY NONE  
STATED SUPPLY   NONE    
HONORABLY RETIRED  Minister Adolph Koone, November 10, 2024 
 Minister Jackie Leonard, November 10, 2024  
INACTIVE NONE  
LABOR IN BOUNDS   NONE  
LABOR OUT OF BOUNDS  NONE 
MINISTER AT LARGE   NONE 
CANDIDATE UNDER CARE   
INQUIRER ENROLLED  Elder Elaine York, September 24, 2024 
 
OTHER PERMISSIONS / APPROVALS / CHANGES 
 
    Resignation as CRE  Elder Jennifer Koopman, Elko First 
     Elder Siliva Cooke, Lee Vining,  

Conduct Baptism/Communion    NONE 
Enter CLP Program  NONE 
Congregation Moderator  NONE 

    CLP Commissioning  Elder Dennis Bunce, Westminster Presbyterian  
     Elder Udechukwunyere Aso Chukwukelu 
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SESSION REVIEWS: Annual Review, Done in person by Elder John Harbison at the September 
2024 meeting.  

Church 
Reviewed 

9/2023 
Reviewed 

3/2024 
Reviewed 

9/2024 
First Thai-Laotian Presbyterian Church    

Henderson United Presbyterian Church    

Christ Presbyterian Church YES  YES 

Grace Presbyterian Church    

Valley Presbyterian Church Mesquite YES   

Reno Korean Presbyterian Church *   

Lamoille Community Presbyterian Church YES  YES 

Spanish Springs Presbyterian Church YES  YES 

Wells Community Presbyterian Church    

Lake Tahoe Community Presbyterian Church YES   

Lee Vining Community Presbyterian Church    

Taiwanese American Presbyterian Church YES  YES 

Green Valley Presbyterian Church YES   

Mountain View Presbyterian Church    

Elko First Presbyterian Church    

Westminster Presbyterian Church    

Valley Bishop Presbyterian Church    

Virginia City First Presbyterian Church YES   

St. John's Presbyterian Church    

Hawthorne Community Presbyterian Church YES   

Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church    

*Minutes in Korean 
SUMMARY OF ANNUAL STATISTICAL REPORTS 
 

The Annual Statistical Reports are filled out online by the clerks of our 
churches . 19 of the 20 churches turned in their annual reports. The PC(USA) 
and Stated Clerk thanks the clerks and sessions for their work.  
 
Bishop, Valley  Elko, First  Gardnerville, Christ Hawthorne, Community 
Henderson, Green Valley Henderson, United Lamoille, Community Las Vegas, Mt. View 
Las Vegas, Grace  Las Vegas, Taiwanese Am Las Vegas, Westminster Mesquite, Valley 
Reno, St. Johns  S L Tahoe, Lake Tahoe Com Sparks, Korean Reno Sparks, Spanish Springs 
Truckee, Truckee Lutheran Wells, Wells 

In 2024, no churches in the Presbytery of Nevada closed, merged, or opened, 
keeping the total number at 21. 
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In 2024, with two churches not reporting, the average reported attendance at 
Sunday worship was 1,541. Five churches reported an average worship 
attendance of over 100. Our churches reported 16 baptisms last year.  

The presbytery began the year with 2,239 members and ended with 2,188, 
reflecting a 2.3% decrease. There were 79 recorded deaths. Four churches 
reported membership growth, with First, Virginia City seeing the largest 
percentage increase—nearly one-third of its membership. Grace Presbyterian 
had the highest numerical growth, gaining 20 members. Mountain View 
reported the most professions of faith, with 18. 

Demographically, 84% of members identified as white, with Asian/Pacific 
Islanders as the second-largest group at 10%. One church, Bishop Valley, 
reported no white members. 

Location Name 1/1/2024 Transfer Youth+ Adult+ CrtLoss Deaths Delete 1/1/2025 Change 
Bishop Valley 12 0 0 0 0 3 0 9 -3 
Elko First 72 0 0 0 0 4 0 68 -4 
Gardner Christ 29 0 0 0 0 1 0 28 -1 
Hawthrn Commun 20 0 0 0 0 1 2 17 -3 
Henders G Valley 485 2 0 21 1 18 10 479 -6 
Henders HU 126 0 0 6 1 5 38 88 -38 
Lamoille Communy 58   4  1 3 58 0 
Las Vegas 1 Thai-Lao  89       89 0 
Las Vegas Grace 334 6 7 19 1 7 4 354 20 
Las Vegas Mt View 342 2 0 33 3 14 18 342 0 
Las Vegas Taiwan Am 27 3 0 1    31 4 
Las Vegas Westminst 39 3    4 2 36 -3 
Lee Vining Comm 7       7 0 
Mesquite Valley 55 0 0 1 0 7  49 -6 
Reno St Johns 177 1 0 8 2 7 11 166 -11 

S Lk Tahoe Lk Tahoe 
Comm 

89 0 0 5  2 2 90 1 

Sparks Korean PC 106 2  1 3 1  105 -1 
Sparks Spanish Sp 91 0 0 1 0 4 4 84 -7 
Truckee Truck Luth 42 0 0 1 1 0 0 42 0 
Virginia C First 17 0 0 8 0 0 1 24 7 

Wells Wells 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 0 
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COMMISSIONS OF THE PRESBYTERY 
 
Lee Vining Presbyterian Commission has scheduled worship leadership, 
including Elder Garth Butz, CRE and Methodist minister Karen Moore to 
provide worship leadership via Zoom while the church building has been 
closed for the winter. It continues its work with the congregation. 
 
The Administrative Commission for the installation of Minister Jeff Rumble as 
pastor of Spanish Springs Presbyterian Church reports they installed Minister 
Rumble as pastor on January 26, 2025, finished their work, and dissolved at 
the close of the service. The Presbytery thanks the Commission members for 
their service.  
 
BOUNDARY TRAINING STATUS 
 
As of January 1, 2025, the Presbytery of Nevada includes 44 minister 
members and 14 ruling elder members who serve as CREs, committee chairs, 
or officers. In addition, there are 30 commissioners representing our 21 
churches. All of these individuals are covered by the Presbytery’s boundary 
training policy, which also applies to commissioners from the past two years. 
(Standing Rules: 1.3000) 
 
The full policy can be found in the Administrative Manual, under Policy #10. In 
summary, Presbytery members are directed to complete the following three 
courses from Praesidium Academy: 

• Keeping Your Church Safe 
• Preventing Abuse and Exploitation in Pastoral Ministry 
• Safeguarding God’s People: Preventing Sexual Harassment 

Please note: Safeguarding God’s People: Preventing Sexual Harassment has 
been retired by Praesidium Academy. Until the Equipping Committee updates 
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the course list, we suggest Promoting a Safe Environment: Supervisor Sexual 
Harassment Training (ENG) as a suitable alternative. This update and 
additional guidance are posted on the Presbytery website under Resources | 
Boundary Training. 
 
As of now, 23 out of 88 current presbyters have completed at least one of the 
courses offered by Praesidium Academy. Nine presbyters have fulfilled the 
entire requirement by completing all three courses listed above (or the 
suggested substitute). These individuals are: 

Elder Lori Ashton  Minister Robert Crall Minister Adrian Doll 
Minister Nonong Ordonez Minister Hilda Pecoraro 
Minister Christy Ramsey Elder Jean Rey Elder Ron Scovill 

 Minister Lee Styer 
Presbyters can take their training by emailing the stated clerk 
(clerk@nevadapresbytery.org) for an invitation to enroll in Praesidium 
Academy.  An email invitation from Praesidium to create an account with 
Praesidium will be sent to those that request one from the Stated Clerk. More 
information is on the website’s top menu under Resources | Boundary Training 
or by browsing to: nevadapresbytery.org/2024/05/29/boundary-training/ 
 
Additional statistical reporting from Praesidium Academy has been provided 
to the Equipping Committee for their work.  
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ACTIONS OF THE PRESBYTERY TAKEN BY THE COUNCIL 
(Our Version of the Consent Agenda) 

 
It was approved that at the Fall 2025 meeting of the Presbytery of Nevada, the 
Tuesday Worship service would center upon Jesus and the gifts of ministry as 
per the Book of Order and include a service of Commissioning for the Pastor 
to the Presbytery of Nevada, Minister Kate Freeman. 
 
Council affirmed the new chair of Mission Outreach Committee, Elder Dennis 
Bunce. CRE Bunce accepted the position after the last meeting of the 
Presbytery.   
 
Council approved the transfer of Minister Thomas Willadsen to John Calvin 
Presbytery. 
 
Council approved COM, allowing Minister Sue Goodman to serve in Mission 
Discernment, assisting St John’s as they move through the process of calling a 
new pastor. 
 

Council approved the following action: (position titles and agency names have 
been updated) 

That the Presbytery of Nevada understands that the Reverend 
Jeanie Shaw is authorized to labor outside the bounds only in ministries 
that are part of her position as Ministry Engagement Advisor of the 
Interim Unified Agency of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Furthermore, 
the Presbytery of Nevada has not authorized the Reverend Jeannie Shaw 
to lead any mission trips or ministries outside of its bounds that are not 
directly authorized and related to her work as Ministry Engagement 
Advisor of the Interim Unified Agency of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) or authorized and approved by the Presbytery of Nevada 
following its stated policy.  
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It shall be communicated to Reverend Shaw that she shall not organize, 
lead or participate in any mission trip that has not been authorized and 
approved by the Interim Unified Agency of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) or the Presbytery of Nevada following its stated policy #26 
Sponsored Mission Trips. 
 

Council joyfully commissions ministers Sue Goodman, Bob Kelley, and 
Christy Ramsey, along with elders Charlie Park (Reno Korean), Peggy Hall 
(Spanish Springs), and Vicki Wilson (Christ), with the Minister Dr. Nancy 
Martin Vincent (San Francisco Presbytery) as a corresponding member, to 
install the Reverend Jeff Rumble as pastor of Spanish Springs Presbyterian 
Church. The service of worship will be scheduled cooperatively by the 
commission, the congregation, and Minister Rumble to ensure broad 
participation from the presbytery. Minister Sue Goodman will serve as 
moderator and ask the constitutional questions. In addition to the 
responsibilities outlined above, the commission is authorized to adjust its 
membership as needed while ensuring a balance between elders and 
ministers and that no more than one elder from the same church serves on 
the commission. The commission may also welcome additional 
corresponding members from other PCUSA Presbyteries and take any actions 
necessary to fulfill its commission with joy, grace, and care. 
 
Council accepted with regret Minister Sue Goodman's resignation from COM. 
Council notes that Minister Goodman will continue her work with St. John’s 
Presbyterian Church. Minister Bob Kelley will take over the responsibilities of 
Preparation for Ministry.  
 
Council approved Elder Joan Jeffers to serve on the Committee on Ministry.  
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Email Vote Approved  
An electronic vote as provided by Policy #17 of the Presbytery of 

Nevada (quoted below) has concluded with a vote in the affirmative. 
 The motion was: "Does the Council of the Presbytery of Nevada 

acting as the Presbytery determine that its mission strategy requires 
authorizing Ruling Elder Dennis Bunce to serve in limited pastoral 
service as a Commissioned Pastor (also known as a Commissioned 
Ruling Elder) for Westminster Presbyterian Church?  
This authorization would grant him responsibilities as outlined in Policy 
25, including proclamation of the Word, administration of the 
sacraments, and moderating session and congregational meetings 
when invited by the session."  

Council voted electronically from November 6, 2024, to 
November 13, 2024. Of 16 council members, of which three are non-
voting members. The vote was 13 YES, 0 No; 3 non-voting members 
declined to ask for a meeting to discuss the motion. The Motion Passed. 
Council is empowered to take this action by our bylaws (quoted below) 
The results will be reported at this meeting of council and the following 
Presbytery meeting.  

Fifteen members of the Council of the Presbytery of Nevada were 
emailed on November 6, 2024, one member was emailed on November 
7, 2024. All 16 were recorded as successfully delivered. Votes were 
recorded via an online survey hosted at MailChimp via an individual link 
sent only to their email which was included in their vote response. 
Additionally, voters entered their name on the survey. There are 13 
voting members. All members opened the email and voted. The voting 
was closed on November 13 on the seventh day from the original email, 
after responses from every council member were received. There were 
no motions to have the motion taken up at a meeting of council. 
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Policy Review 
Council reviewed and made changes to the policies according to the 
scheduled three-year review of policies. 
 
The current wording is in black, new additions are in red italic, and 

removed text is crossed out. 
 
Policy 6 Pastoral Changes – Pastor Information Forms (PIF) was changed to 
Personal Discernment Profile (PDP)  
 
Policy 7 Young Adult Advisory Delegates – Was referred in January 2024 to 
Equipping Committee  (Clerk’s note-This policy was rescinded earlier in this 
meeting) 
 

POLICY 8 SPECIAL OFFERINGS AT ORDINATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS 

It is suggested that Offerings received during Installations and/or 
Ordination Services ordinarily are be used by the Presbytery to fund 
the Nevada Inquirers/Candidate assistance to Inquirers, Candidates 
or those seeking CRE accreditation. , when appropriate. Should 
there be no candidates, the funds shall be used to assist CRE 
candidates to pursue accreditation. It is an Extra Opportunity Fund. 
 

POLICY 12 APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL DISCIPLINARY INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE 

The Stated Clerk in consultation with the Moderator, Vice-
Moderator, and the Presbytery Pastor is authorized to appoint the 
Special Investigating Committee when required by the Book of 
Order.Should any of these be the subject or initiator of the Allegation 
of Offense, they are excluded from the consultation and the 
remaining are authorized to appoint the Special Investigating 
Committee. 

 
Policy 14 Alternate Commissioners to General Assembly – Was referred in 
January 2024 to Equipping Committee 
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POLICY 19 CONFERENCE/VIDEO CALLS ELECTRONIC MEETINGS 

The Presbytery, council, committees, commissions, task forces and 
other groups elected/appointed/commissioned by presbytery may 
meet by conference call electronically when a face-to-face meeting 
is not possible or the best use of stewardship resources. All other 
requirements for a meeting shall be met, including the requirement 
that all participants in the meeting are able to communicate 
simultaneously with all others present. This includes joining one or 
more persons electronically to an otherwise in-person meeting.  
 

The Council commended Elder Jean Rey for her work on the proposed Policy 
28 Child and Youth Protection Policy but did not approve it, leaving it to 
Presbyterian action in March of 2025.  Note: Presentation and vote planned 
outside of the Stated Clerk’s report.  

 
This concludes the Council report. The actions reported here are now 
recorded as actions of the Presbytery of Nevada. 

 

VOTE ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE STANDING RULES 
(as included in the Call for the Meeting, results of the vote after the report.) 
 
Two changes to our Standing Rules are being presented for a vote: 
 

1. Commissioned Ruling Elders (CREs): 
One proposed change extends to the Committee on Ministry the same 
authority to adjust the service of Commissioned Ruling Elders that it 
currently holds for Ministers of the Word and Sacrament. This helps 
align oversight of both types of pastoral leadership within the 
Presbytery. 

 
2. Permanent Judicial Commission (PJC): 

The second change outlines the structure necessary for a functioning 
Permanent Judicial Commission. Since the Book of Order no longer 
specifies how PJCs must be organized, it is now up to each presbytery to 
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define this. The proposed structure reflects the minimum needed to 
ensure that we can respond to any Allegation of Offense promptly and 
appropriately. 
 
For reference, a sample Allegation of Offense Form is available on our 
website: nevadapresbytery.org/publication/allegation-of-offense-form 
 

The current wording is in black, new additions are in red italic, and 
removed text is crossed out. 

 
5.0203 Between Stated Meetings, presbytery has authorized the 

Committee to review Calls issued by churches, approve and 
present Calls for service of Teaching Elders, approve the 
examination of ministers transferring from other presbyteries, 
dissolve pastoral relationships in cases where the 
congregation and the Pastor concur, to grant permission to 
labor within or outside the bounds of the presbytery, and to 
dismiss ministers to other presbyteries. 
 

 The Committee is also authorized to modify, dissolve, or 
move between congregations or validated ministries the 
commission of those currently serving as Commissioned 
Ruling Elders when the Commissioned Ruling Elder and 
congregation or validated ministry concur. with the provision 
that 
 
 [A]ll such actions be reported to the next Stated meeting of 
presbytery. 

 

7.0000 Permanent Judicial Commission  

The Permanent Judicial Commission (PJC) shall consist of nine (9) 
members. Three (3) members shall be elected at a Presbytery meeting 
held in odd-numbered years, with elections occurring every two years. 



Presbytery of Nevada Minutes March 18-19, 2025 

  
HENDERSON UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MARCH 18-19, 2025 2025-21 

 

The Nominating Committee will present nominations, with the floor 
open for additional nominations. 

7.0001 Balance of Representation -The PJC shall strive to 
maintain an equal representation of Ruling Elders and 
Ministers of the Word and Sacrament. 

 
7.0002  Filling Vacancies If a vacancy occurs, the Moderator 

may appoint a temporary member to serve until the 
next Presbytery meeting, where the appointment can 
be affirmed or a new member elected. 

 
7.0100 Annual Meeting and Officer Elections The PJC shall 

hold an annual meeting to elect the following officers: 
Moderator, vice-moderator, clerk, and assistant 
clerk. In the absence of the Moderator or clerk, the 
vice-moderator and assistant clerk shall perform their 
respective duties. 
 

7.0101 Response Committee Appointment Annually, during 
the annual PJC meeting, the Moderator shall appoint 
a response committee, typically composed of one 
current PJC member and two former PJC members 
selected from the roster of former PJC members. 

 
7.0200 Book of Order Compliance -The PJC’s composition 

and duties shall follow the Book of Order and 
Presbytery policy, including appointing a special 
investigating committee when necessary. In cases of 
conflict, the Book of Order shall take precedence over 
these by-laws. 

 
This ends the proposed Standing Rule changes. 
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Presbytery approved the changes to by-law 5.0203 as listed above. The 
approved version of the by-law reads: 

 
5.0203 

Between Stated Meetings, presbytery has authorized the Committee to 
review Calls issued by churches, approve and present Calls for service 
of Teaching Elders, approve the examination of ministers transferring 
from other presbyteries, dissolve pastoral relationships in cases where 
the congregation and the Pastor concur, to grant permission to labor 
within or outside the bounds of the presbytery, and to dismiss ministers 
to other presbyteries. The Committee is also authorized to modify, 
dissolve, or move between congregations or validated ministries the 
commission of those currently serving as Commissioned Ruling Elders 
when the Commissioned Ruling Elder and congregation or validated 
ministry concur. All such actions shall be reported to the next meeting 
of the presbytery.  

 
Presbytery approved the changes to by-law 7.0000, which replaced the 
entire section. The approved version of the by-law is as listed above in the 
report. 
 
Announcements and Recess 
Presbytery is reminded that  

• The registration for our next in-person meeting is due on or before July 
15, 2025! 

• The offering given at worship and throughout this meeting will be sent to 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance DR000165 US Wildfires. 

• Presbytery will reconvene tomorrow at 9:00 am in this room. 
 

Without objection, Presbytery recessed for dinner until Worship Tuesday 
evening. Without objection, the Presbytery was in recess following the 
benediction of the evening worship service. 
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PRESBYTERY RECONVENES 

Wednesday, March 19, 2025 
 
The Meeting of the Presbytery of Nevada was reconvened by the Minister Sue 
Goodman reading the prayer and devotion written by Elder and past 
moderator Peggy Hall at 9:08 am 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS CONTINUED 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY COM - Minister Jim Houston-Hencken 
 
1. Request for prayer for the people of South Sudan as they are faced with 

violence and genocide. 
 
(By request of the chair, the live feed to Facebook was turned off for the 
discussion of the following item).  
 
2. The Administrative Commission for Lee Vining PC reports that there are not 

enough funds coming in regularly to support a church. They are asking for 
the Presbytery to consider these options: 
a. The Presbytery would pay the salary for a called pastor 
b. Restart the church as a new church development (and receive funding). 
c. Begin the process of dissolving the congregation. 
 
The combined action of the COM and the Trustees was to create a strategy 
to begin the process of dissolving the congregation at Lee Vining and to sell 
the property by October 30, 2025. Should things turn around, there will be 
time to consider at the fall meeting of the Presbytery. 
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Presbytery approved creating a commission consisting of Minister 
Hilda Pecoraro, Minister Sun Goodman, Minister Christy Ramsey, Elder 
Garth Butz, Elder UD Chukwukelu, Elder Joe Commerford, and Elder 
Vicki Wilson. They are charged with meeting with the congregation at 
Lee Vining and discussing the options, including dissolving and 
revitalizing. They are authorized to dissolve the Congregation at Lee 
Vining no earlier than October 30, 2025. 

 
(Live streaming was resumed.) 

 
3. Training for Commission Ruling Elders was scheduled to happen following 

this meeting of the Presbytery but as only one person was going to attend, 
it has been rescheduled for a time convenient to all parties. 

 
Action items from COM: 
 
1) Recognize Elder Elaine York on the floor of Presbytery for her work of 

above and beyond during the absence of the Interim Pastor at Saint John’s 
PC, Reno and her work among the community. This action of recognition 
will also be announced to the congregation at St. John’s. (Elaine was 
watching the Live feed and saw our recognition of her work on the floor of 
Presbytery). 
 

2) Preparation for Ministry reported on Ryan McKenzie process for ordination. 
Concerns Ryan’s Exegesis Ordination Exam. He failed it the first time. The 
second time, he misread the due time and technically failed it. The exam 
has been read by couple of folks familiar with Ordination Exam reading and 
have declared it a passing exam.  
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The Presbytery approved an alternative means of examination to 
Candidate Ryan Mackenzie as allowed in G-2.0610. The alternative 
means of examination is by trained readers, and the chairperson of the 
COM read and determined that the candidate either passed or failed 
the exam, as listed in G-2.0607d.  
Vote was taken by ballot. Results: 47 yes; 0 no. 
 

3) Presbytery approved the motion to certify Ryan Mackenzie as certified 
ready to receive a call to ministry.  Minister Jeanie Shaw offered prayer in 
recognition of this certification. 
 

4) COM voted to add to the commission of Elder Elaine York serving the 
sacraments of communion and baptism in her ministry role as Chaplain at 
Renown Hospital, Reno. 

 
5) COM reviewed the terms of call of pastors in the presbytery. Table follows. 
 

 
The Committee on Ministry ended its report. 
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Presbytery was treated to a special worship song led by Emmanuel Faith 
Praise Team. Our Young Adult Advisory Delegate to General Assembly, Sara 
Mibulano , sang the lead beautifully. 
 
TRUSTEES – Minister Bob Kelley and Elder Scott Plummer, Finance Director 
 
1. We have fully moved to Scott Plummer serving as financial director. All 

financial reimbursements go to Scott Plummer at the Grace Church 
Address 1515 W Charleston Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89102   

2. All churches look good on the Church Financial Health Assessments. 
3.  The sale of Harmon Ave property is going well. They are doing great with 

the loan payments. 
4. All Synod loans are current, Mission Giving has increased. 
5. Spanish Springs has paid down the mortgage an extra amount of 156,000 

since July of 2024! 
6. Financial reports- Scott Plummer reviewed the reports  
7. Without objection, Presbytery approved the recommendation to allow 

Community PC in Hawthorne to sell the manse.  
8. Without objection, Presbytery approved a $1,000 grant to Westminster 

Presbyterian Church for computer equipment. 
9. After discussion, Presbytery approved a $100,000 grant for Grace 

Presbyterian Church to help finish the building. 
 
The Trustees ended its report. 
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NOMINATING -  Elder Barb Havens 
The committee thanks those who have come before us…those who are 
serving now…those who will answer the call… 
 
1. Without objection, and no nominations from the floor, the Presbytery 

approved the committee nomination of Elder Ray Bledsoe, as a Trustee 
in the class of 2026, filling the unexpired term of Elder Louis Murray. 

2. Without objection, and no nominations from the floor, the Presbytery 
approved the committee nominations of Minister NoNong Ordonez, 
Class of 2027, and Minister Joanie Tankersley, Class of 2028, as Synod of 
the Pacific Commissioners 

3. Without objection, and no nominations from the floor, the Presbytery 
approved the committee nomination of Minister Hilda Pecoraro, Class of 
2030, Permanent Judicial Commission, replacing Elder Scott Plummer, 
who resigned to take the position of Financial Director of the Presbytery of 
Nevada. 

a. With the by-laws approval yesterday, there are two openings on 
the Permanent Judicial Commission, one for the class of 2030, 
and one for the class of 2028. One should be a minister and one 
should be an elder/ 

 
The committee invites the Presbyters not only to consider if you yourself might 
be called, but also to encourage and suggest names of others whom you 
believe could serve well. Sometimes the Spirit nudges us to see gifts in others 
that they may not see in themselves—your recommendation could make all 
the difference. 
 
The Nominating Committee ended its report. 
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A Resolution of Thanks – Minister Hilda Pecoraro  
Another gathering of the Presbytery of Nevada has nearly come to an end, and 
though the weather kept some presbyters from attending, it has been a 
wonderful time of being together in committees, worship, plenary sessions, 
and fellowship.   
 
Let us thank our host church, Henderson United Presbyterian Church.   
• We thank you for the warm hospitality and your thoughtful attention to our 

needs.  We felt the love, planning, and care that went into welcoming us to 
this gathering.  

• First, we thank Pastor Nonong Ordonez and staff members Rita Styer in the 
office and Adrienne Mondeau, directing the combined choir and playing 
piano and organ. 

• Special thanks to Elders Craig Sell and Lori Ashton for their leadership, 
along with all the many volunteers who planned the meeting, organized the 
refreshments, set up meeting rooms, met us at registration, cooked and 
prepared our delicious meals, sang in the choir, and so much more.  To all 
of you, we say a heartfelt Thank you! 

 
Let us thank our awesome Presbytery Staff for their hours of work behind the 
scenes preparing for this meeting.   

• A special thanks to our Stated Clerk/General Presbyter Christy Ramsey 
for keeping us running decently and in order, and for providing his 
counsel and guidance.  

• Thanks to our multi-talented Presbytery Pastor and Journal Clerk, Kate 
Freeman, for leading us in spiritual warmings that helped us breathe 
deeply and make connections with God and with one another. 

• Thanks to our new Director of Finance, Scott Plummer, for his work on 
preparing financial reports and the budget, for meeting with 
committees, working with Trustees, and paying the bills.   

• We give thanks for Jeanie Shaw, our Ministry Engagement Advisor, who 
passionately shares her vision and heart for both local and global 
mission. 
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• For Dick Young’s skilled leadership as Executive Director of Zephyr Point 
Presbyterian Conference Center and his gracious invitation for us to 
come and enjoy this beautiful treasure within the bounds of our 
Presbytery.   

• For Christine Long, our Board of Pensions Consultant, who is always 
ready to patiently listen and provide assistance. 

 
Let us thank our Presbytery leaders. 

• Our Moderator, Minister Adrian Doll, for his thoughtful planning and 
work both before and during this meeting.  Thank you for keeping us 
running smoothly through our business with grace and humor.   

• For our Vice-Moderator, Susan Goodman, and for the able assistance of 
Scott Trevithick in guiding us through the Amendments to the Book of 
Order. 

• We thank Presbytery Council, Trustees, Committee Chairs, and 
Committee members for your work – not only at this meeting but year-
round. 

• Special thanks to David Dendy for leading us in an inspiring morning 
worship reminding us that God’s grace covers us all, for our preacher 
Ross Doyel’s charge to deepen our devotion to God, and for Peggy Hall’s 
devotional – through the voice of Sue Goodman – reminding us to 
support each other in ministry and demonstrating the fruit of the Spirit 
in our daily lives. 

 
Let us thank God for the special blessings we have received in this time 
together.  

• We rejoice in the partnership between Hopelink of Southern Nevada 
and Henderson United Presbyterian Church and look forward to 
meeting someday in the new Community Center that will provide so 
much assistance to individuals and families in Clark County. 

• We give thanks for being able to support Community Services of 
Southern Nevada and the many programs they provide through the care 
of our Peace and Justice Committee. 

• We rejoice in partnering with Emmanuel Faith Chapel in providing funds 
to complete the building of a beautiful, historic church in Nigeria. 
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• We celebrate the approval of Emmanuel Faith Chapel as a New 
Worshiping Community under the enthusiastic and able leadership of 
UD Chukwukelu. 

• We give thanks for the ministry of Commissioned Pastor Elaine York, 
and all our Commissioned Pastors who faithfully serve with love and 
devotion. 

• We rejoice with Candidate Ryan McKenzie, now certified, ready to 
receive a call, and pray God’s blessing into the future God has prepared 
for him. 

• We thank God for Major Mitchell Holley, Airforce Chaplain and Wing 
Chaplain at Whiteman Airforce Base in Missouri.  For his leadership to 
other chaplains and service to our troops.  

• We give thanks for the sound finances of our presbytery, for generous 
churches, and especially for the $100,000 grant to Grace Presbyterian 
Church’s new church building. 

• We rejoice in the ministries supported by the churches in our Presbytery 
that feed the hungry, house the homeless, work for justice, care for 
children and youth, enable mission work beyond our borders, and so 
much more. 

 
Most of all, we thank God for the congregations and members who make up 
the Presbytery of Nevada, faithfully lifting high the cross of Jesus Christ and 
sharing the good news of salvation and hope through word and deed.  To God 
be the glory! 

Minister Hilda G. Pecoraro 3/19/25 
 

The Presbytery approved a motion to adjourn at 11:50 AM. 
Minister Jeff Rumble closed us in prayer 
Minutes taken by,      Minutes submitted by,                                                     

Minister Kate Freeman    Minister J. Christy Ramsey 
Journal Clerk     Stated Clerk/General Presbyter 
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ATTACHMENTS  

A-01  Presbytery Docket  
A-02  Stated Clerk’s Report 
A-03  September 2024 Minutes (included separately earlier) 
A-04  Parity Report 
 
B-03A  Proposed Amendments – English (not included in these minutes) 

B-03B Proposed Amendments – Korean (not included in these minutes) 

 
B-04  Summary of Proposed Amendments (not included in these minutes) 
B-05  Amendment Voting Results 
B-06  Resolution of Thanks (included in meeting minutes above) 
 
C-01  Balance Sheet 
C-02  Treasurer’s Report 
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Stated Clerk’s Note on Previous Minutes Listed as A-03 
 
The minutes of the September 2024 meeting were distributed with the attachments for this 
meeting, but referenced only for their approval. To provide a complete record in this book, 
they are included separately and placed immediately before these March 2025 minutes, 
which are NOT repeated here. 
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Stated Clerk’s Note on Proposed Amendments Text Booklets 
 
Documents B-03A Proposed Amendments – English and B-03B Proposed Amendments – 
Korean were distributed with the attachments for this meeting, but are not included in 
these minutes. 
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