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Minutes of the Fall Meeting of the Presbytery of Nevada  
September 13-14, 2022 
Lake Tahoe Community Presbyterian Church, South Lake Tahoe, CA 
 
Attendees (Alphabetically by Church) 
Nevada Presbyterian Church Name     Position 
Christ, Gardnerville  Barbara Havens    Clerk of Session 
    Vickie Wilson    CLP candidate 
Community, Hawthorne  Linda Young    Pastor, CLP 
Emmanuel Faith Chapel  Udechukwunyere Chukwukelu  Pastor 
First, Elko   LaVonne Alexander   Pastor 
First, Virginia City  Rebecca Watkins   Pastor 
    Malcolm Hunt    Elder Com. 
    Suzi Hunt    Guest 
First Korean, Las Vegas  Shin Hwang    Pastor 
Grace, Las Vegas  Marcia Evans    Elder Com., Committee Member 
    Jim Houston-Hencken   Pastor, Chair COM  
    Scott Plummer    Elder Com., Chair Trustees 
    Craig Sanders    Member in Validate Ministry 
    Lynne Zenier    Elder Com., Committee Member 
Green Valley, Henderson Dave Cornell    Elder Com. 
    Adrian Doll    Pastor, Chair Equipping 
    Carol Johnson    Elder Com. 
    Doug Small    Elder Com., Committee Member 
Henderson, Henderson  Denis Pecararo    Elder Com., Committee Member 
Lake Tahoe Community,  Lynn Barnett    Committee Member 
  South Lake Tahoe, CA  John Harbison    Elder Com., Committee Member 
    Bill McGuinness    Pastor 
    Jean Rey    Elder Com. 
Mountain View   David Dendy    Pastor 
    Chris Kirshman    CRE, Elder Com. 
    Karen Stokes    Committee Member 
    Beverly Stokes    Guest 
    Dian Ward    Elder Com. 
P.C. of the Living God  Nancy Eugenio    Elder Com. 
    Mariano Ordonez   Pastor 
Reno Korean, Reno  Philip Kim    Elder Com. 
    David Pak    Pastor 
    Charlie Park    Elder Com. 
    Jong Park    Elder Com. 
Saint John’s, Reno  Marla Bohnhoff    Elder Com. 
    Doug Ramseth    Guest 
    Pam Ramseth    Elder Com. 
    Ron Scovill    Elder Com., Committee Member 



Presbytery of Nevada Meeting Minutes September 2022 

  

LAKE TAHOE COMMUNITY PRESBYTERIAN  

SEPTERMBER 13-14, 2022  

 

2022-902 

 

    Elaine York    CLP, Past Moderator, Committee Member 
Spanish Springs, Sparks  Peggy Hall    Synod Com., Elder Com. 
    Elaine Noble    Elder Com., Committee Member 
    Tom Willadsen    Incoming Transitional Pastor 
    Doreen Vogel    Guest 
    Ken Vogel    Elder Com., Committee Member 
Nevada Presbyterian Church Name     Position (continued) 
Taiwanese-American, Las Vegas Esther Pan    Guest 
    Raymond Pan    Elder Com. 
Truckee Lutheran, Truckee, CA Ryan McKenzie    Elder Com., Candidate under care 
    Jean Shaw    Pastor, Committee Member 
Wells Community, Wells Barb Nielson    Elder Com. 
    Brandolyn Thran   CLP, NomCom Chair  
Westminster, Las Vegas  Adolph Kunen    Stated Supply Pastor 
    Melva O’Neill    Elder Com., Committee Member 
          (Elder Com. = Elder Commissioner) 
Other Churches/Ministries             
At Large   Hilda Pecararo    Pastor 
First PC, Libertyville, IL  Kimberly Mendoza   Candidate under care 
Good Shepherd Lutheran, Reno Scott Trevithick    Pastor, Moderator  
Norwood PC, NJ   Timothy Son    Pastor, Guest Speaker 
St Rose Dominican Hospital, LV Alex Aaron    Chaplain, Director of Spiritual Care and Mission  
           Integration  
Retired    Al Fry     Pastor 
    Dorothy Fry    Guest 
    Robert Kelley    Pastor, Committee Member 
    Sue Taylor    Pastor, Committee Member 
Zephyr Point, NV  Dick Young    Pastor 
    Sara Tilliman    Pastor 
     
Presbytery of Nevada Staff           
Kate Freeman   Pastor to the Presbytery of Nevada, Journal Clerk 
Vern Manke   Director of Finance  
J. Christy Ramsey  Stated Clerk/General Presbyter 
 
Absent/Excused             
At Large   Ed Luckett    Chaplain 
Christ the King, Lutheran, Ed Hilton    Pastor 
  Tahoe City, CA 
Community, Hawthorne  Joe Commerford   Elder Com., Mission Outreach Chair 
First Thai-Lao Presbyterian  Prachuab Dechawan   Pastor 
Green Valley, Henderson Bob Crall    Pastor (retired)   
Retired    Pat Mecham    Mission Outreach, Chair (?) 
Valley, Mesquite  Ross Doyel    Pastor 
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PRESBYTERY CONVENES 

Rev. Scott Trevithick, Moderator called the Presbytery to order on Tuesday, September 13, 
2022, 1:00 pm. Pacific with an Opening Prayer 
 

The moderator read from the Book of Order on The Calling of the Church (F1.03): “The 
Church is the body of Christ. Christ gives to the Church all the gifts necessary to be his 
body. The Church strives to demonstrate these gifts in its life as a community in the 
world (1 Cor. 12:27–28).” And commented on this verse saying that “Paul celebrates 
the variety of gifts and that it is the same Spirit who gives them, to be used for the 
common good, for the building up of the body of Christ.” The moderator lead the 
Presbytery in prayer. 

 
ROLL The Presbytery roll was established by print-in by the registrar and listed above. A 
quorum was present.  
 
WELCOME Rev. Bill McGuinness, Interim Pastor, welcomed the Presbytery to Lake Tahoe 
Community Presbyterian Church, the Presbytery’s version of the Winchester Mystery House. 

 
PRESBYTERY PASTOR Rev. Kate Freeman, Presbytery Pastor, led the Presbytery in a 
relationship-building exercise using puzzle pieces that continued throughout the Presbytery 
gathering. Kate reported on her prayerful ministry in the Presbytery. While her cancer 
treatment is going well. it’s been a rough couple of months. She is planning on traveling this 
summer to sit down and have time together. She is buying lunch. 
 
ROBE PRESENTATION Presbyterian Pastor Kate, along with Rev Sue Taylor, recently retired 
from Virginia City, presented the Rev Rebecca Watkins, new pastor for VCPC, with a clerical 
robe with velvet trim that belonged to the late Rev Dory Thompson, former pastor of VCPC 
with references to our heritage and history. Kate gave Rebecca A Woman of Strength Stole she 
had made for her. 
 
DOCKET The Docket was approved without objection. It is included at Attachment A-1 at the 
end of the meeting minutes. 
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CLERK’S REPORT  Previously distributed as Attachment A-2.  
 
Recognition of Native Lands centered on Chief Truckee 
 
ORDINATIONS    NONE        
CHARTERED    NONE  
INSTALLATIONS   NONE  
ENROLLMENTS   NONE  
DISMISSALS  NONE 
REMOVED    NONE  
RENUNCIATION   NONE  
RELEASED    NONE 
TRANSFERRED   NONE 
VALIDATED MINISTRY NONE  
STATED SUPPLY   NONE    
HONORABLY RETIRED  NONE 
INACTIVE    NONE  
LABOR IN BOUNDS   NONE  
LABOR OUT OF BOUNDS  NONE 
MINISTER AT LARGE   NONE 
CANDIDATE UNDER CARE  NONE  
 
OTHER PERMISSIONS/APPROVALS 
 
    Conduct Baptism/Communion    NONE 

Enter CLP Program   NONE 
    CLP Commissioning    Elder Brandolyn Thran to Wells Presbyterian Church 
 
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY REVIEWS (Pt. = Pastor) 
 
   Ministers at Large              NONE 
   Commissioned Lay Pastors             NONE 
 

1. Rene Myers, Mission Engagement Advisor, thanks the Presbytery in a letter from April 18, 2022, for their 

donation of $1,000 in March 2022 for the Matthew 25 fund (E052197) 

2. I gave greetings on the Presbytery’s behalf at the 20th-anniversary celebration at the First Thai-Lao on 

September 3 in Las Vegas with Director of Finance Vernon Manke. 

3. A list of supply preachers for North and South areas of the Presbytery is available for downloading from the 

Presbytery email newsletter or the clerk. I list of those available to preach via Zoom is planned. Please contact 

the clerk to be included or excluded from these lists. 

4. To achieve parity of teaching and ruling elders, I have balanced our 57 ministers of the word and 
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sacrament/teaching elders with our ruling elders (which include commissioned ruling elders) from our 23 

churches. I plan to do so again in January and would appreciate suggestions from the Presbytery. A breakdown 

is Attachment A-4 

a. We have 57 Ministers of the Word and Sacrament (MOWAS) on the roll. Commissioners are allocated 

among the 23 churches according to size and request ranging from 1-4 commissioners. This totals 44 

ruling elders. We have three members transferred to our roll since their church of membership no 

longer exists. We have 5 Commissioned Lay Pastors. We have 2 members that are leaders of 

worshipping communities. We have 1 each of a Certified Church Educator, Chairperson of a 

committee, and commissioner to the General Assembly who otherwise are not members of the 

Presbytery. 

b. A summary report with actual numbers is Attachment A-3 on the Presbytery meeting page on our 

website. 

5. As required by the Constitution of the PCUSA, the Stated Clerk reports that the Presbytery has a manual of 

Administrative Operations, which can be found linked on the Presbytery website front page or at 

nevadapresbytery.org/manual.pdf It is also linked in the Presbytery emails. 

6. As required by the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) the Stated Clerk reports that the Presbytery 

has established a policy on the Committee of Representation, which can be found in the Presbytery manual 

under Bylaws, 5.0600.  

7. The Stated Clerk reports that the Presbytery’s Safe Church Policy (covering sexual misconduct prevention and 

response) and Child and Youth Protection Policies have not been enacted. 

8. The Stated Clerk reports the following are former members of the Permanent Judicial Commission from the 

past 6 years and are eligible for continued service, in accordance with D-5.0206b:  

2016-Al Fry   Honorably Retired 
2018-Betty Squires  St. John’s, Reno 
2018-Art Ritter   Grace, Las Vegas 
2020-Bette Sylvis  Henderson, Henderson 
2020-Jackie Leonard  St. John’s, Reno 
2020-Dr. Bertha Pendleton Mt. View, Las Vegas 
2022-David Dendy  Mt. View, Las Vegas 
2022-Susan Jones  First, Elko 
2024-Bob Kelley  Honorably Retired 
2026-Ed Luckett   Honorably Retired 
2026-Tom Hall   Spanish Springs, Sparks 
2026 Jean Rey   Lake Tahoe Community 

9. The Stated Clerk reports that session minutes will be reviewed in person during this meeting and via other 

arrangements in October. The report of the results of the October 2021 review is in the clerk’s report of the 

March minutes of the presbytery. We thank Elder Ray Bledsoe, our Assistant Records Review Clerk, for many 

years of service in Record Revies, reinventing the process so we could review records even during COVID 

quarantine.  
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10. As required by the Constitution of the PCUSA, the Stated Clerk reports the following annual minimum 

compensation for full-time ministers and CREs in the Presbytery is policy number 3 in our Manual of 

Administrative Operations: 

a. The minimum compensation package for full-time clergy in the Presbytery of Nevada 

is; $38,000 yearly salary, including housing and utilities, $500 study leave, full pension, 

two (2) weeks study leave (study leave allowance and time to be cumulative up to a 

maximum of three years), four (4) week vacation, $1,800 travel allowance (minimum, 

vouchered at the IRS rate) 

• Reports the following names, Elder Elaine York and Elder Diane Chambers having been approved as the ordination 

exam readers for the year 2022. 

• Statistics submitted to General Assembly, Available on the meeting page on our website at nevadapresbytery.org  

o Active membership reported 103 gains and 171 loses for a total of 2439 down from 2515 of which 1514 

(62%) were women 

o 12 Baptisms, Average Weekly Attendance was 1103, 271 from Birth through Grade 12 were reported to be 

in Christian Education 

o Just under the half of the Presbytery was reported to be non-white 

o Annual reported income was just under 5 million dollars with expenses slightly less. Two thirds went to 

personnel, just over 1/5 went to facilities, and just under 10% went to mission. 

• Our quorum, according to our by-laws, (3.0101) A quorum of a Presbytery meeting is three ministers of the Word 

and Sacrament who are members of the presbytery and three ruling elder commissioners from three different 

congregations. 

• There were no commissions for ordination or installation. 

 

Action Items: 

• The Presbytery APPROVED that The Presbytery of Nevada is registered as a non-profit with the State of California  

o CEO – John Christy Ramsey 

o CFO – Vernon Manke 

o Resident Agent – Katherine Suzanne Freeman 

 

• The Presbytery APPROVED that The Presbytery of Nevada is registered as a non-profit with the State of Nevada  

o President SCOTT PLUMMER 

o Secretary JOHN CHRISTY RAMSEY 

o Resident Agent  JOHN CHRISTY RAMSEY 

o Treasurer VERNON W MANKE 

o Director  LYNNE ZENIER 

o Director  ROBERT C KELLEY 
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• The Presbytery of Nevada APPROVED the Stated Clerk recommendation that the Presbytery grant permission to 

administer the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper to the following entities: Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference 

Center, minister members of the Presbytery, and approved Commissioned Ruling Elders of the Presbytery when 

invited by the churches of the Presbytery and approved by the Committee On Ministry, in hospitals and other 

institutions, and hospice chaplains. In addition, THE PRESBYTERY APPROVED the Stated Clerk’s 

recommendation that the celebration of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper be approved for the in-person meetings 

of the presbytery, typically in March and September.  

• The PRESBYTERY APPROVED that since the Elder Carl Dahlen, member of the Presbytery of Nevada, 

transferred his church membership to St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, Tucson, Arizona, on April 12, 2022. Based 

on 3.0204a, to delete his name from the Presbytery rolls.  

o This leaves three members of Presbytery who are not members of a Presbyterian congregation: Vernon 

Manke, Carol Manke, and Carol Sandmier. 

Administrative Commission 
 
The Administrative Commission to Lee Vining reports that it is continuing its work helping the 
church reorganize and asks for the Presbytery prayers for their ministry.  
 
The Administrative Commission to First Korean Presbyterian Las Vegas reports it is continuing 
its work and asks the Presbytery for prayers for its ministry, the congregation and pastor. 
 
GREETINGS Rev. Sara Tillema, Director of Programs, Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conf Center 
brought greetings from Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference Center.  
 
General Assembly Commissioner Reports 

General Assembly Commissioners: Rev. Bob Kelley and Elder John Harbison reported on 
the procedures and actions of General Assembly. Rev. Bob Kelley was on the Moving Forward 
Committee and Elder John Harbison was on the Addressing Violence in the USA Committee. 
Voting on the Amendments will be early next year. 
 
Synod Commissioners distributed their report at the meeting. It is Attachment A-6. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Peace And Justice – Presentation by Rev. Timothy Son on “Engaging in the Ministry of Peace 
and Justice”. Timothy is pastor of the Norwood Presbyterian Church in northern New Jersey, a 
congregation with a proud 153-year history. He is also the Liaison for Korean Church Relations 
with Princeton Theological Seminary.  
 
Without objection, Presbytery paused for a break and reconvened at 3:45 pm Peace and Justice 
committee report continuing. 
 
CP Linda Hamilton reported that the committee decided to donate $1,000 PCUSA Korean 
Mission Co-workers Kurt Esslinger and Hyeyoung Lee Serving with the Presbyterian Church in 
the Republic of Korea (PROK), the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK), and the 
Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK) 
 
Mission Outreach – Udechukwunyere Chukwukelu, reported on the status of her worshipping 
community’s work in church restoration in Nigeria.  
 
Rev. Jeanie Shaw shared a video report of the Disaster Response Ministries mission trip to 
Metlakatla, Alaska, which some members of the Presbytery of Nevada attended and was 
supported by $3,500 grant by the Presbytery of Nevada. 
 
The Committee sought and received the approval to support these PCUSA missions through 
the Mission Personnel Support (E132192) account: 
 
$1000.00 to support PCUSA Mission Co-Worker John McCall serving in Taiwan. 
$1000.00 to support PCUSA Mission Co-Worker Rev. Joseph Heikkila serving in Nigeria. 
$500.00 to support the ministries of PCUSA Mission Co-Workers Cobbie and Dessa Palm and  
$500.00 to support the ministries of Cathy Chang and Juan Lopez all serving in the Philippine’s.  
$1000.00 to support the ministry of the Presbyterian Co-Worker in Thailand 
$5,000 to support Phoenix Food Pantry at Lake Tahoe Community Presbyterian Church 
$8,000 to support Emmanual Faith Chapel with its ministries in Las Vegas and Nigeria. 
 
It was Moved, Seconded and Approved that the committee’s budget be increased an 
additional $12,500 from unrestricted funds to cover these additional grants. 
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Equipping – Rev. Adrian Doll, Chair reported on use of budgeted funds by the committee. 
 

• $3000 of 2022 Block Grant to Youth Triennium Fund 

• $400 to support Linda Rauenbuehler, Director of Congregational Care at Green Valley, 
to attend the Presbyterian Older Adult Ministries Network (POAMN) retreat in Little 
Rock on October 7 and 8.  

• $1725 gift to support a women’s retreat/workshop in October 7 & 8 at Mountain View. 

• $400 requested by Lake Tahoe Community Presbyterian Church to support their 
Blessing of the Animals event.  

• $500 requested by Adrian Doll to support the Southern Nevada Pastors Luncheon. 
(From the Program Development Fund) 
 

There are funds available to fund events and ministries. Congregations are encouraged to 
apply. The committee is working on a single form that would apply for all sources of grants 
and funds available from the Presbytery as well as an orientation handbook for presbyters.  

 
Nominating – Elder Brandolyn Thran, CP, Chair shared a video about serving in the Presbytery 
of Nevada. (Posted on the website.) 
 
The timeline of Presbytery service was reviewed. Terms begin and end at the September 
meeting. The class of 2022 will end their service at the close of this September 2022 meeting, 
and the new elected members and officers will begin their term of service. 
 
The committee nominated: 
 
Committee on Ministry Class of 2025 
 Ken Harper, Melva O’Neil, and Hilda Pecoraro 
 
Equipping Ministries, Class of 2025 
 Nonong Ordonez, Elaine York, Craig Sanders 
 
Nominating Committee, Class of 2025 
 Ross Doyle, Barb Havens 
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Committee on Representative 
No nominations. 

 
Mission Outreach Committee, Class of 2025 
 Jeanie Shaw, Pat Mecham 
 
Peace and Justice 
 No nominations. 
 
Synod of the Pacific Commissioners, Class of 2026 
 Susan Taylor, Al Fry 
 
Presbytery Permanent Judicial Commission 
 Al Fry, Class of 2024 
 Melva O’Neil, Class of 2028 
 
Personnel Committee, Class 2025 
 Jean Rey 
 
Trustees, Class of 2025 
 Scott Plummer 
 
Presbytery Council, Class of 2024 
 Brandolyn Thran 
 
Vice Moderator, Elder Peggy Hall. 
Moderator, Rev. Adolph Kunen 
 
There were no nominations from the floor.  
 
It was moved, second and approved that nominations be closed and those nominated by the 
committee be elected.  
 
The Presbytery recessed at 5:15 pm with prayer by CP Chris Kirschman for dinner and worship. 
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Presbytery Reconvened on Wednesday, September 13, 2023 at 8:45 am with Prayer and 
Reflection from CP Linda Young, Hawthorne  
 
Committee On Ministry – Rev. Jim Houston Hencken, Chair reported for the committee. 
 
It was moved, seconded, and approved after discussion and to receive Rev Craig Sanders as a 
minister member in the Presbytery of Nevada. Craig is serving in a ministry role at Grace 
Presbyterian Church, Las Vegas. Prayers were offered the Rev. David Dandy, a former youth 
group member of Rev. Craig Sanders. 
 
It was moved, seconded, and approved our committee report to pause the meeting to move 
our cars from the Lake Tahoe Community Presbyterian Church’s parking lot in order to make 
room for those coming to get provisions from the Phoenix Foos Pantry.  
 
The presbyters moved their cars.  
 
It was moved, seconded, and approved to remove from the table the Committee on Ministry’s 
report and resume our meeting. 
 
It was moved, seconded, and approved to recognize the vows which the Rev Shin Hwang of 
First Korean Presbyterian Church, Las Vegas, has taken and his ministry service as evidence 
which qualifies him for ordination.  
 
Rev Hwang was asked and answered in the affirmative the Constitutional questions of 
ordination and laying on of hands prayer was offered and a handmade red ordination stole 
was given to him. 
 
The Presbytery of Nevada, in consultation with the session or another responsible committee, 
approved its determination that its strategy for mission requires the authorization of Vicki 
Wilson, a ruling elder, to be commissioned to limited pastoral service at Christ Presbyterian 
Church, Gardnerville, a validated ministry of the Presbytery of Nevada beginning on October 1, 
2022.   
 
The Commissioned Ruling Elder named above is authorized to preach the gospel, lead worship, 
pray with and for the people, teach and conduct Bible studies, provide pastoral and spiritual 
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care, moderate the session of the congregation named above, and as moderator, install and 
ordain officers of that congregation, and administer the Sacraments of Baptism and 
Communion as authorized by the Session of the congregation named above. This commission 
is valid for three years. This Presbytery will review this commission every year.   
 
Vickie Wilson was asked and answered in the affirmative the Constitutional questions and 
laying on of hands prayer was offered. 
 
It was moved, seconded, and approved that Inquirer Kimberly Mendoza to be moved to 
Candidacy. Laying on of hands prayer was offered by Pastor Nonong of the Presbyterian 
Church of the Living God. 
 
It was moved, seconded, and approved to receive Rev Tom Willadsen as a Minister Member 
of the Presbytery of Nevada. Tom is serving as the Transitional Pastor to the church at Spanish 
Springs, Sparks.   
 
It was moved, seconded, and approved that all future Commissioned Pastors (CP) be 
commissioned with the following statement: this commission includes permission to preside 
over the sacraments, weddings, funerals and may moderate session and congregational 
meetings at any congregation within the Presbytery of Nevada at the request of the church’s 
session and with the approval of the chair of the Committee on Ministry.  
 
It was moved, seconded, and approved that all future CP’s be commissioned with the 
following statement: this commission includes permission to preside over the sacraments, 
weddings, funerals and to moderate session at any congregation within the Presbytery of 
Nevada at the request of the church’s session and congregational meetings with the approval 
of the chair of the committee on ministry 
 
Trustees Elder Scott Plummer, Chair Elder Vern Manke, Director of Finance  
  
The trustees inform the Presbytery that  

• it has granted St. John’s PC, Reno $10,000 for parking lot work & lighting with some 
safety issues, the request is ATTACHMENT C-1. 

• It continues financial support of First Korean Presbyterian Church, Las Vegas after 
relocating the church and selling the building. The support is based on the anticipation 
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of the proceeds of the building sale which are not due until the end of 2025, when 
reconciliation with the church will be undertaken. 

• It was moved, seconded, and approved that Presbytery give permission to the 
Community Presbyterian Church’s Session at Lee Vining, CA to rent out the Manse. 
Rental income shall be assigned to the Community Presbyterian Church of Lee Vining. 
This is not a permanent change in use. 

• The trustee reported they had authorized funds to make repairs necessary up to 
$10,000.  

• It was announced that last night’s offering for Ukraine ministry currently totals $1,540. 

• It was moved, seconded, and approved to approve the 2023 Budget Attachment C-5. 
 
 
Personnel – Rev. Scott Trevithick  
 
It was moved, seconded, and approved to update the Job Description for the Stated 
Clerk/General Presbyter (SC/GP). Included in these minutes as Attachment B-3. 
 
It was moved, seconded, and approved for the renewal of the Stated Clerk/General Presbytery 
employment for three year additional term from April 1, 2023 - March 31, 2026. This 
recommendation was based on review of the SC/GP in March 2022, feedback from the SC/GP, 
and committee discussion,  
 
It was moved, seconded, and approved upon request of the Stated Clerk/General Presbyter 
and the Presbytery Pastor, that their entire compensation be designated as Housing 
Allowance. 
 
Meeting Task Force 
 
Rev. Scott Trevithick presented a two-part proposal from the Meeting Task Force that included 
an in-person meeting in the fall of each year at Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference Center 
and at minimum, one online meeting per year.  
 
The presbytery did not approve the proposal. 
Without objection, the Meeting Task Force commission was dismissed with thanks.  
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Installation All newly elected officers and Chairs of Committees were invited forward, and 
prayer was offered by Rev Kate Freeman, Presbytery Pastor, over them in thanks for their 
service and asking for God’s empowerment thereof. 
 
Resolution Of Thanks – Rev. Jim Houston-Hencken, Grace PC, Las Vegas thanked all those who 
made the Presbytery.  
 
Closing Prayer – Elder Peggy Hall, Spanish Springs 
 
The Presbytery adjourned at noon. 
 
Minutes Taken by 

 
 
Rev Kate Freeman 
Journal Clerk to the Presbytery of Nevada

Minutes Submitted by 

 
Rev. J. Christy Ramsey 
Stated Clerk/General Presbyter 
 
 

 
A-1 Docket 
A-2 Clerk’s Report 
A-3 2021 Statistics Summary 
A-4 Parity Report 
A-5 Certificate of Insurance 
A-6 Synod Summary 
A-7 GA Summary Outlook 

B-1 Council-Report 
B-2 Policy-Number-5-Expense 
B-3 Stated Clerk/General Presbyter 
 

C-1-St-Johns-Grant 
C-2-Balance-Sheet 
C-3-Treasurers-Report 
C-4-Consolidated-Funds 
C-5-Budget-Projection 
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              DOCKET Presbytery of Nevada – Spring Gathering… 
Lake Tahoe Community Presbyterian Church, South Lake Tahoe, CA 

        September 11-14, 2022……………… 
….…… 

SUNDAY – September 11, 2022 
 

6:00 pm Trustees – Elder Scott Plummer, Chair 
 

MONDAY – September 12, 2022 – Committee and special meetings as scheduled. 
 

Lunch 12:00 Noon  (for those who have reserved one on the reservation) 
 
Committee Meetings as called, meet in the afternoon and evening 
Clerks of Session are invited to drop off their church minutes and records all-day 

 
Monday Dinner has been canceled due to lack of reservations – Refunds at registration 
 
 
TUESDAY – September 13, 2022  
 

10::00 a.m.   Registration Opens 
 

   9:00 am Committee meetings, as called (check with your Chair) 
 

   11:00 am Orientation – First-time ministers and Elder Commissioners  
 
Lunch 12:00 Noon (for those who have reserved one on the reservation) 
 
1:00 pm PRESBYTERY CONVENES – Rev. Scott Trevithick, Moderator 

Opening Prayer – Moderator, Rev. Scott Trevithick 
 
Presbytery roll is established by print-in. Please “Print” in. (don’t sign!) 
Enroll Corresponding Members – Rev. J. Christy Ramsey, Stated Clerk/General Presbyter 

 
Welcome and Orientation  

Rev. Bill McGuinness, Pastor 
Rev. Kate Freeman, Presbytery Pastor 

 
APPROVAL OF THE DOCKET 
 
CONSENT AGENDA & REPORTS 

1. Clerk’s Report (Attachments A-2) 
2. Director of Finance’s Budget Reports: (Attachments lettered C) 
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GREETINGS 
Rev. Sara Tillema, Director of Programs, Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conf Center 
Our Synod Executive, Rev. Dr. Nancy Martin Vincent, is at the Zephyr board meeting. 

 
COMMISSIONER REPORTS: 

General Assembly Commissioners, Rev. Bob Kelley, Elder John Harbison 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 
PEACE AND JUSTICE – Presentation by Rev. Timothy Son 
 

3:00 BREAK: Please be back in your seats by 3:15 pm so we may continue 
 
MISSION OUTREACH – Rev. Pat Mecham, Chair, Elder Joe Comerford, reporting 
 
EQUIPPING – Rev. Adrian Doll, Chair 
 

NOMINATING – Elder Brandolyn Thran, CLP, Chair 
 
Mission Giving Overview - Director of Finance, Elder /Vern Manke 

…    
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 

Moderator’s Outdoor Adventure: Scott Trevithick, the Presbytery Moderator, invites you to a short hike to 

enjoy Lake Tahoe. If time allows, after Tuesday’s business meeting and before dinner, we will carpool to 

Highway 50 and Kahle Drive (just a bit past the Hard Rock) to access the Lam Watah Nature Trail to Nevada 

State Beach. The trail is primarily flat out and back, leading to a stunning panoramic view of the lake. Total 

distance is about 2 miles.  

Directions: From the church or the Hard Rock, continue on Highway 50 past Kingsbury Grade (207) 

and take the next left at Kahle Dr. Turn a quick right into the parking lot for the nature path.  

   
Designation of the Worship Offering 

 
The offering recipient will be announced at Presbytery. 

 

• Cash or checks to NEVADA PRESBYTERY in offering 

• Enter give.nevadapresbytery.org in your browser 

• Use the   Donate   top menu link at nevadapresbytery.org 

• Scan the QR Code at the left with your phone 
 
We use eservicepayments.com with the Presbyterian Foundation for online 
giving. Use the General Fund Offerings to contribute to the Presbytery offering. 
Thank you!  
 

PRAYER and DINNER BLESSING: CLP Chris Kirshman, Mt. View Presbyterian Church 
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5:30 pm DINNER  
 
7:00 pm WORSHIP 
 
The preacher for Tuesday evening’s service is the Rev. Timothy Son, pastor of the Norwood Presbyterian 
Church in northern New Jersey, a congregation with a proud 153-year history. He is also the Liaison for 
Korean Church Relations with Princeton Theological Seminary. He sees himself as a bridge between cultures.  

 
WEDNESDAY, March 16, 2020, 8:45 am. 

 
PRESBYTERY RECONVENES 
 
8:45 am. PRAYER AND REFLECTION CLP Linda Young, Hawthorne 
 
9:00 am.  COMMITTEE REPORTS CONTINUE: 
 
 COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY – Rev. Jim Houston-Hencken, Chair 
  
 TRUSTEES   Elder Scott Plummer, Chair 

 Elder Vern Manke, Director of Finance 
 
10:30 am BREAK - please be back in your seats by 10:40. 
 

 PERSONNEL – Rev. Scott Trevithick 
 
 MEETING TASK FORCE – Rev. Scott Trevithick 
 
 

RESOLUTION OF THANKS –  Rev. Bob Crall, Nevada Presbytery 
 
CLOSING PRAYER – Elder Peggy Hall, Spanish Springs 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

     
12 Noon LUNCH 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
         
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

  Christy 
 
Rev. J. Christy Ramsey, (he/him/his) 
Stated Clerk/General Presbyter 
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CLERK’S REPORT 
 
Recognition of Native Lands and Peoples:  
 

The Presbytery of Nevada is comprised of land that was faithfully stewarded by indigenous people for 

countless generations. Today we specifically acknowledge and thank THE WASHO (WASHOE) From an 

article by Judy DePuy of the Truckee-Donner Historical Society used with the author’s permission 

 

The Washo tribe inhabited the Lake Tahoe region over 1300 years ago. They would generally spend 

the summer in the Sierra Nevada then in the fall move to the mountain ranges to the east, utilizing 

the valleys found in between for the winter and spring. The western part of the Washo territory was 

in the mountains and subject to heavy snows so few people wintered there. 

 

Washo people were semi-sedentary hunters and gatherers and very knowledgeable about their land 

and its resources. This included an understanding of the seasonal cycles of both plants and animals. 

Fishing was a huge part of the Washo way of life and each family had their own fishing grounds. 

 

The Washo did not have sustained contact with white Euro-Americans until the 1848 California Gold 

Rush. Their resistance to incursions on their lands proved unsuccessful. The last armed conflict with 

the Washo and non-Indians was the Potato War of 1857 where starving Washos were killed for 

gathering potatoes from a settler’s farm. 

 

Their hunting grounds were lost to farms and the pinon pine groves fell to 

feed Virginia City’s demand for lumber and charcoal. Commercial fishing 

at Lake Tahoe destroyed another important resource to the people. These 

events forced the Washos to depend on jobs found on ranches, farms and 

in cities. 

 

The Lake Tahoe area is a very spiritual place for members of the Washo Tribe. It also explains their 

concern for the protection of locations important to the Washo Heritage. 

 

CHIEF TRUCKEE’S INFLUENCE 

 

No story on Truckee’s Native American influence would be complete without a nod to Chief Truckee. 

There are many stories on who first called him “Truckee” but all of them agree on his friendship with 

the early explorers and settlers. 

 

One such story talks about a Paiute chief who in 1844 told members of the Stephens-Townsend-

Murphy party that 50 or 60 miles to the west there was a river that flowed easterly from the 

mountains and along the river they would find large trees and good grass. A scouting party (which 

included Stephens, Caleb Greenwood and the chief) rode out to investigate. While exploring, their 

guide used the Paiute word for “all right”. The word sounded like “tro-kay” and everyone thought the 

A-2 Clerk’s Report 
for Info Only 
Actions in 
Minutes Above 

 



Presbytery of Nevada Info ONLY – Actions Above    ATTACHMENT A-2 

  

LAKE TAHOE COMMUNITY PRESBYTERIAN  

SEPTERMBER 13-14, 2022  

 

2022-919 

 

chief was telling them his name. The scouting party found the route to be “all right” and began to 

refer to their guide as “Chief Truckee” (a liberal translation of “tro-kay”). The chief liked the name so 

much that he retained it for the rest of his life. - Judy DePuy, Truckee-Donner Historical Society 

 

 

 

We honor the Indigenous people’s ongoing work for recognition and their fight to recover their relationship 

with the land. Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery and encouragement to start our meetings with a 

land acknowledgment was recommended by the PCUSA General Assembly in 2018 to all mid councils, that 

is presbyteries and synods. It is a way to demonstrate that we are God’s people who stand for justice for 

all.  

 

Wherever you are, I encourage you to learn about the indigenous people of the land that you are on.  

 
2022 03 [actions since Fall presbytery meetings] 
 

ORDINATIONS    NONE        

CHARTERED    NONE  

INSTALLATIONS   NONE  

ENROLLMENTS   NONE  

DISMISSALS  NONE 

REMOVED    NONE  

RENUNCIATED    NONE  

RELEASED    NONE 

TRANSFERRED   NONE 

VALIDATED MINISTRY NONE  

STATED SUPPLY   NONE    

HONORABLY RETIRED  NONE 

INACTIVE    NONE  

LABOR IN BOUNDS   NONE  
LABOR OUT OF BOUNDS  NONE 

MINISTER AT LARGE   NONE 

CANDIDATE UNDER CARE  NONE  

 

OTHER PERMISSIONS/APPROVALS 

 

    Conduct Baptism/Communion    NONE 

Enter CLP Program   NONE 
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    CLP Commissioning    Elder Brandolyn Thran to Wells Presbyterian Church 

 

• Rene Myers, Mission Engagement Advisor thanks the Presbytery in a letter from April 18,2022 for 

their donation of $1,000 in March 2022 for the Matthew 25 fund (E052197) 

• I gave greetings on the Presbytery’s behalf at the 20th-anniversary celebration at the First Thai-Lao 

on September 3 in Las Vegas with Director of Finance, Vernon Manke. 

• A list of supply preachers for North and South areas of the Presbytery is available for downloading 

from the presbytery email newsletter or from the clerk. I list of those available to preach via Zoom is 

planned. Please contact the clerk to be included or excluded from these lists. 

• To achieve parity of teaching and ruling elders I have balanced our 57 ministers of the word and 

sacrament/teaching elders with our ruling elders (which include commissioned ruling elders) from 

our 23 churches. I plan to do so again in January and would appreciate suggestions from the 

Presbytery. A breakdown is Attachment A-4 

o We have 57 Ministers of the Word and Sacrament (MOWAS) on the roll. Commissioners 

are allocated among the 23 churches according to size and request ranging from 1-4 

commissioners. This totals 44 ruling elders. We have three members transferred to our roll 

since their church of membership no longer exists. We have 5 Commissioned Lay Pastors. 

We have 2 members that are leaders of worshipping communities. We have 1 each of a 

Certified Church Educator, Chairperson of a committee, and commissioner to General 

Assembly who otherwise are not members of Presbytery. 

o A summary report with actual numbers is Attachment A-3 on the Presbytery meeting page 

on our website. 

• As required by the Constitution of the PCUSA the Stated Clerk reports that the Presbytery has a 

manual of Administrative Operations, which can be found linked on the Presbytery website front 

page or at nevadapresbytery.org/manual.pdf It is also linked in the Presbytery emails. 

• As required by the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) the Stated Clerk reports that 

the Presbytery has established a policy on the Committee of Representation which can be found in 

the Presbytery manual under Bylaws, 5.0600.  

• The Stated Clerk reports that the Presbytery’s Safe Church Policy (covering sexual misconduct 

prevention and response) and Child and Youth Protections Policies have 

not been enacted. 

• The Stated Clerk reports the following are former members of the 

Permanent Judicial Commission from the past 6 years and are eligible for 

continued service, in accord with D-5.0206b:  

2016-Al Fry   Honorably Retired 

2018-Betty Squires  St. John’s, Reno 

2018-Art Ritter   Grace, Las Vegas 
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2020-Bette Sylvis  Henderson, Henderson 

2020-Jackie Leonard  St. John’s, Reno 

2020-Dr. Bertha Pendleton Mt. View, Las Vegas 

2022-David Dendy  Mt. View, Las Vegas 

2022-Susan Jones  First, Elko 

2024-Bob Kelley  Honorably Retired 

2026-Ed Luckett   Honorably Retired 

2026-Tom Hall   Spanish Springs, Sparks 

2026 Jean Rey   Lake Tahoe Community 

• The Stated Clerk reports that a review of session minutes will occur in person during this meeting 

and via other arrangements in October. The report of the results of the October 2021 review are in 

the clerk’s report of the March minutes of presbytery. We thank Elder Ray Bledsoe our Assistant 

Records Review Clerk for many years of service in Record Revies reinventing the process so we 

could review records even during COVID quarantine.  

• As required by the Constitution of the PCUSA, the Stated Clerk reports the following annual 

minimum compensation for ministers and CRE’s in the Presbytery is policy number 3 in our Manual 

of Administrative Operations: 

POLICY NUMBER 3 MINIMUM SALARY 

The minimum compensation package for full-time clergy in the Presbytery of 
Nevada is; $38,000 yearly salary, including housing and utilities, $500 study 
leave, full pension, two (2) weeks study leave (study leave allowance and time 
to be cumulative up to a maximum of three years), four (4) week vacation, 
$1,800 travel allowance (minimum, vouchered at the IRS rate) 

 

• Reports the following names, Elder Elaine York and Elder Diane Chambers having been approved 

as the ordination exam readers for the year 2022. 

• Statistics submitted to General Assembly, Available on the meeting page on 

our website at nevadapresbytery.org  

o Active membership reported 103 gains and 171 loses for a total of 

2439 down from 2515 of which 1514 (62%) were women 

o 12 Baptisms, Average Weekly Attendance was 1103, 271 from Birth 

through Grade 12 were reported to be in Christian Education 

o Just under the half of the Presbytery was reported to be non-white 

o Annual reported income was just under 5 million dollars with expenses slightly less. Two 

thirds went to personnel, just over 1/5 went to facilities, and just under 10% went to 

mission. 

• Our quorum, according to our by-laws, (3.0101) A quorum of a Presbytery meeting is three 
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ministers of the Word and Sacrament who are members of the presbytery and three ruling elder 

commissioners from three different congregations. 

• There were no commissions for ordination or installation. 

• There is a commission for the Lee Vining Church it is continuing its work. 

• There is a commission for the First Korean Presbyterian Church of Las Vegas and it is continuing 

its work.  

Recommendations for Action: 

• The Presbytery of Nevada is registered as a non-profit with the State of California  

o CEO – John Christy Ramsey 

o CFO – Vernon Manke 

o Resident Agent – Katherine Suzanne Freeman 

 

• The Presbytery of Nevada is registered as a non-profit with the State of Nevada  

o President SCOTT PLUMMER 

o Secretary JOHN CHRISTY RAMSEY 

o Resident Agent  JOHN CHRSITY RAMSEY 

o Treasurer VERNON W MANKE 

o Director  LYNNE ZENIER 

o Director  ROBERT C KELLEY 

 

• The Stated Clerk recommends that the Presbytery grant permission to administer the Sacrament of 

the Lord’s Supper to the following entities: Zephyr Point Presbyterian 

Conference Center, minister members of the Presbytery, and approved 

Commissioned Ruling Elders of the Presbytery when invited by the churches 

of the Presbytery and approved by the Committee On Ministry, in hospitals 

and other institutions, and hospice chaplains. In addition, the Stated Clerk 

recommends that the celebration of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper be 

approved for the in person meetings of the presbytery, typically in March and September.  

• Elder Carl Dahlen, member of the Presbytery of Nevada, has transferred his church membership to 

St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, Tucson Arizona on April 12, 2022. Based on 3.0204a, I ask the 

Presbytery of Nevada to delete his name from the Presbytery rolls.  

o This leaves three members of Presbytery who are not members of a Presbyterian 

congregation: Vernon Manke, Carol Manke, and Carol Sandmier. 

 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY REVIEWS (Pt. = Pastor) 
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   Ministers at Large              NONE 

   Commissioned Lay Pastors             NONE 

 

These are actions taken by Council between Presbytery meetings. According to our by-laws: 

4.0400 The Council shall have all the authority as permitted by the Book of Order and consistent 

with Presbytery Policy, that is, to act with the full authority of 

Presbytery between Presbytery Meetings 

 

COMMISSION TO LEE VINING 

 

COMMISSION FOR FIRST KOREAN PRESBYTERIAN LV 

 

COUNCIL EMAIL VOTES [actions only] 
The minutes of council, thankfully prepared by the Rev. Kate Freeman, Journal Clerk 
our on the website post for this meeting. 

Commission to Lee Vining 

 

Christy 
Rev. Mr. J. Christy Ramsey (he/him/his) Stated Clerk/General Presbyter Presbytery of Nevada 

2613 Empire Ranch Rd #22076 Carson City, NV  89706 clerk@nevadapresbytery.org 

(office) 775-237-8733  (cell) 775-445-0051 Zoom Room: 775 237 8733
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The Summary of the 2022 General Assembly in English, 

Korean, and Spanish from the Presbytery Outlook was 

purchased for the commissioners at this meeting and was 

distributed.  

It was stated it was not a part of minutes and is not included 

here due to the text being copyrighted by the magazine. 
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