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PRESBYTERY OF NEVADA –  SPRING 2023  MEETING  

Mountain View Presbyterian Church, Las Vegas, NV | March 7-8, 2023 
Includes Affirmation by Consent Agenda of these minutes in the Attachments 

Council Meeting - January 14th, 2023 & Special Presbytery Meeting – February 4th, 2023 
 
Attendees (Alphabetically by Church) 
Church    Name     Position 
Christ, Gardnerville  Havens, Barbara   Clerk of Session 
Community, Hawthorne  Commerford, Joseph   Elder Com., Committee 
Member 
Emmanuel Faith Chapel  Chukwukelu, Udechukwunyere  Member of Presbytery 
    Obajuwonla, Debbie   Guest 
First, Elko   Alexander, Rev. LaVonne  Pastor 
First Korean, Las Vegas  Hwang, Rev. Shin   Pastor 
First Thai-Laotian  Dechawan, Rev. Prachuab  Pastor 
    Dechawan, Gloria   Guest 
    Doles, Leticia    Elder Com. 
First, Virginia City  Watkins, Rev. Rebecca   Pastor 
    Murray, Diane    Elder Com. 
    Murray, Louis    Trustee 
Grace, Las Vegas  Evans, Marcia    Elder Com., Committee 
Member 
    Houston-Hencken, Rev. Jim  Pastor, Chair COM  
    Plummer, Scott    Elder Com., Chair Trustees 
    Sanders, Rev. Craig   Member in Validate Ministry 
    Tsai, Cynthia    Guest 
    Zenier, Lynne    Elder Com., Committee 
Member 
Green Valley, Henderson Chamers, Diane    Elder Com. 
    Doll, Rev. Adrian   Pastor, Chair Equipping 
    Johnson, Carol    Elder Com. 
    Small, Doug    Elder Com., Committee 
Member 
    Moreau, Rev. Al    Retired Minister Member 
Henderson, Henderson  Pecararo, Denis    Committee Member 
    Mack, Tom    Elder Com. 
    Sell, Craig    Guest 
Lake Tahoe Community  Barnett, Lynn    Committee Member 
    Harbison, John    Elder Com., Committee 
Member 
    McGuinness, Rev. Bill   Pastor 
    Rey, Jean    Elder Com. 
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Church    Name     Position (continued) 
Mountain View   Dendy, Rev. David   Pastor 
    Kirshman, Chris    CP, Elder Com. 
    Bunce, Dennis    Elder Com. 
    Stokes, Karen    Committee Member 
    Ward, Dian    Elder Com. 
PC of the Living God  Annecamo, Simonowitz   Elder Com. 
    Ordonez, Rev. Mariano   Pastor 
Saint John’s   York, Elaine    CP, Committee Member 
    Ramseth, Doug    Elder Com. 
    Ramseth, Pam    Elder Com. 
    Scovill, Ron    Elder Com., Committee 
Member 
Spanish Springs, Sparks  Hall, Peggy    Synod Com., Elder Com. 
    Willadsen, Rev. Tom   Interim Pastor 
    Vogel, Ken    Elder Com., Committee 
Member 
Truckee Lutheran, Truckee, CA Shaw, Rev. Jeanie   Pastor, Committee Member 
    Wiseman, Jami    Elder Com. 
Westminster, Las Vegas  Kunen, Rev. Adolph   Stated Supply Pastor 
    O’Neill, Melva     Elder Com., Committee 
Member 
    Zambrano, Jose Antonio  CP 
Valley, Mesquite  Doyel, Rev. Ross   Pastor 
    Clayborn, Skip    Elder Com. 
 
(CP= Commissioned Ruling Elder) (Com. = Commissioner) (Rev. = Minister of the Word and Sacrament) 
 
Other Churches/Ministries         
At Large   Pecararo, Rev. Hilda   Pastor 
First PC, Libertyville, IL  Mendozas, Kimberly   Candidate under care 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Trevithick, Rev. Scott   Pastor, Moderator  
Norwood PC, NJ   Son, Rev. Timothy   Pastor, Guest Speaker 
St Rose Dominican Hospital, LV Aaron, Rev. Alex Chaplain, Dir of Spiritual Care & Mission 
Integration  
Retired    Fry, Rev. Al    Retired 
    Fry, Dorothy    Guest 
    Kelley, Rev Robert   Retired, Committee Member 
    Taylor, Rev. Sue    Retired, Committee Member 
Zephyr Point, NV  Young, Rev. Dick   Pastor 
    Tilliman, Rev. Sara   Guest 
  



Presbytery of Nevada Presbytery Meeting Minutes March 2023 

  

MOUTAIN VIEW PRESBYTERIAN  
MARCH 7-8. 2023  
 

2023-303 

 

Presbytery of Nevada Staff           
Presbytery Pastor  Freeman, Rev. Kate   Presbytery of Nevada 
Director of Finance  Manke, Vern    Presbytery of Nevada, Member 
Stated Clerk/General Presbyter Ramsey, Rev. J. Christy   Presbytery of Nevada 
 
Absent/Excused             
Administrator    Luckett, Rev. Ed    Retired 
Christ the King, Lutheran, Hilton, Rev. Ed    Pastor 
First Thai-Lao Presbyterian  Dechawan, Rev. Prachuab  Pastor 
Green Valley, Henderson Crall, Rev. Bob    Retired 
Retired    Mecham, Rev. Pat   Retired 
Valley, Mesquite  Doyel, Rev. Ross   Pastor 

 

PRESBYTERY CONVENES 

Vice Moderator Elder Peggy Hall called the meeting to order on March 7th, 2023, 
at 1:02 pm. Rev. Craig Sanders, Grace PC, opened our meeting with a devotional 
and prayer using Philippians 2:5-8.  
 
The Stated Clerk, Rev. Christy Ramsey, affirmed that a quorum was present. 
 
Guests were recognized and given the privilege of the floor. 
 Rev Christine T. Long, Board of Pensions 
 Rev Celeste Lasich 
 Kimberly Mendoza, Candidate, Presbytery of Nevada 
 Jolie Brislin, Regional Director for Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 
 
Commissioned Pastor Chris Kirshman from the host church offered a welcome 
and orientation to all commissioners and guests, including the order of events and 
evening entertainment following worship. 
 
Pastor to the Presbytery Rev Kate Freeman offered an Activation activity, which 
involved dividing into six small groups, gathering around tables, and working on 
jigsaw puzzles that would all fit together when completed. During breaks 
throughout the meeting, folks gravitated back to the tables continued work, and 
fellowship. Building relationships. The Presbytery Pastor, Rev. Kate Freeman, gave 
a single puzzle piece wrapped in a fabric envelope, concealed from view but 
observable by touch. 
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Minutes Approval 
 

The minutes of the September 2022 Presbytery Meeting were not ready and 
not presented at this time. (Attachment B-1) 
 
The Minutes of the January 14th, 2023, Council Meeting were presented 
before the meeting as Attachment B-2. 
 
The Minutes of the February 4th, 2023 Presbytery Meeting (including 
votes on ten amendments from the General Assembly) were presented 
before the meeting as Attachment B-3. 
 
Installation of a Moderator was added to the docket for Wednesday 
morning. 
 
Without objection, the docket A-1, as amended, and minutes of the 
January Council Meeting B-2, the February Special Presbytery Meeting B-
3, were approved. 

 
Greetings 
 The Rev Christine T. Long, Church Consultant, Board of Pensions 
 The Rev Dick Young, Exec Director, Zephyr Point Presby. Conference Center 
 
Peace and Justice Committee 

Rev Rebecca Watkins, Chair, reminded us of the speakers they have 
brought to Presbytery and introduced Rev Adrian Doll. Rev Doll sat down with 
ADL Regional Director Jolie Brislin for a question-and-answer time. Jolie 
introduced her assistant, Elaina Bhattacharyya. ADL was formed in 1913 to stop 
the defamation of Jewish people and all people. “When you know someone’s 
story, you can’t hate them.” Things congregations can do to begin a conversation 
in the fight against hate. Build relationships. Have tough dialogues. Interact with 
other congregations. Speak up against hate. 
 
Without objection, the Presbytery took a break from the meeting and reconvened 
at 3:15 pm. 
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Without objection, the Stated Clerk’s report was postponed to later in our 
meeting. 
 
By-Law Changes 
The following by-law changes were proposed in the call to the meeting. 
 

1. The Presbytery approved that an additional sentence be added to 

4.0500. The additional sentence is in bold type: 

4.0500  The Immediate Past Moderator shall serve as Chair of Council. If 
the immediate Past Moderator is not available to serve, the Council shall 
elect a chair from among its members, 

 
2. The Presbytery approved that an additional sentence be added and 

numbered in sequence as 2.3001: 

 

2.3001 Vacancies in offices and committees ordinarily will be filled by 
nominees from the Nominating Committee or the Presbytery and elected 
at the next Presbytery meeting. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Nominating – Chris Kirshman, CP 
 

The presbytery APPROVED the Nominating Committee nomination 
of Rev. R. Scott Trevithick for Moderator of the Presbytery of Nevada. 
The term is through the fall of 2023 Presbytery Meeting at Zephyr 
Point. There were no nominations from the floor. 

 
Equipping – Rev Adrian Doll  
 

Moderator Rev Scott Trevithick led the presentation, discussion, and 
vote by ballot of the amendments before the presbytery from the 
General Assembly. The results of the vote were shared later in the 
meeting after being tabulated. 
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Mission Outreach – Rev. Pat Mecham  
 

Presentation of the missions supported by our presbytery through 
the Mission Outreach Committee. Due to time constraints, the report 
was interrupted and will be continued later in the meeting. 

 
Our meeting was suspended, and we all enjoyed dinner. Evening worship 
followed dinner. Delightful entertainment followed worship. 

 
PRESBYTERY RECONVENES 

8:45 am Wednesday, March 8th, 2023 

Presbytery reconvened at 8:45 am on Wednesday, March 8th, 2023. Rev Sue 
Taylor, HR, led the assembly in a Lectio Divina as a morning devotional and 
opened the meeting in prayer. 
 
Results of the Voting on Amendments 
The Rev. Scott Trevithick announced the results of the vote on the Amendments. 

Answered in the Affirmative: A, B, C, D, F, H, J, L, P, S, W, DD, EE, FF, GG 
Answered in the Negative: E, G, I, K, Q, T, U, CC 

Rev. Trevithick thanked the commissioners and the tellers for their consideration 
and work. This action concludes the Presbytery’s voting on the General Assembly 
amendments. 
 
Director of Finance Vern Manke reported the offering amount from last night’s 
worship service: $2,540. The offering was designated to go to the Presbytery 
Disaster Assistance (PDA) towards efforts to help victims of the earthquakes in 
Turkey and Syria.  
 
Moderator Installation  -- Rev Kate Freeman 
Pastor to the Presbytery Rev Kate Freeman read the Constitutional Questions to 
Moderator-elect Rev Scott Trevithick, who answered in the affirmative. Prayer 
was offered in gratitude to God for Scott’s willingness to serve and for God’s 
guidance, protection, wisdom, and grace. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS RESUME 
 

Mission Outreach (continued report) 
Chair Pat Mecham acknowledged funds that could be used for a New 
Church Development. Mission Outreach suggests Fernley, NV. 

 
Personnel Committee – Rev Scott Trevithick 

Stated Clerk/General Presbyter Rev Christy Ramsey recused himself from 
the meeting during the following report. Without objection, Journal Clerk 
and Presbytery Pastor Rev. Kate Freeman served as stated clerk pro-temp. 
 
The Presbytery Approved the Personnel Committee’s recommendation to 
increase the Stated Clerk/General Presbyter’s annual compensation of 
$22,580 by $15,000. The increase will begin with the new term starting 
April 1st, 2023. 

 
Research of neighboring presbyteries in our Synod of similar size and 
leadership positions indicates the need for this increase. This 
recommendation comes with the concurrence of the Director of Finance 
and the Board of Trustees. Despite this increase, our SC/GP is still the 
lowest paid in the Synod. Another commissioner notes: “Thank you, 
Personnel Committee. This (increase) is long overdue and well deserved.” 
 
The Stated Clerk/General Presbyter, Christy Ramsey, was welcomed back to 
a standing ovation and applause. 
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Committee On Ministry -- Rev Jim Houston-Hencken 
Commissioned Pastors  
The Presbytery Approved the addition of Policy #25 (Attachment B-4) as 
presented, describing the authorizations by the Presbytery of Nevada for 
Commissioned Ruling Elders (CREs), which are called Commissioned Pastors 
in the Presbytery of Nevada. 

 
The Presbytery approved the commissioning of elder Dennis Bunce as a 
Commissioned Pastor (CRE) when the way is clear. A ministry description 
needs to be finalized. Training, Church membership, and ordination as a 
Ruling Elder are complete. 

 
Review of Validated Ministries and Installed Pastors 

The Committee on Ministry reviewed all the installed pastoral terms 
of call and found them within presbytery standards. Copies of the review 
are available upon request from the Committee on Ministry. Two calls were 
not reviewed: Rev Adolph Kunen, Westminster, and Rev Jean Shaw, 
Truckee, by the time of the Presbytery meeting. 

 
Open Pastoral Positions The committee notes the open positions at Lake 
Tahoe Community, Spanish Springs, St John’s, Lee Vining, Bishop, 
Henderson, Green Valley (associate), and Grace (associate). 

 
The Presbytery Approved the Committee on Ministry’s recommendation 
that the temporary pastor, Rev. Craig Sanders, be allowed to serve in an 
installed position. Requires a ¾ vote. The vote was unanimous.  
 
The Presbytery Approved the Committee on Ministry’s recommendation 
that approval of the call of the Rev Craig Sanders as Associate Pastor at 
Grace Presbyterian Church. Additionally, the presbytery authorizes the 
Stated Clerk to appoint an Installation Commission and set the installation 
date in consultation with Rev Craig Sanders. 
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Handmade clergy stoles were presented to Rev. Craig Sanders, Grace, CP 
Chris Kirshman, Mountain View, and CP Linda Young, Hawthorne. Prayer 
was given while folks offered signs of blessing. Rev. Kate Freeman, our 
Presbytery Pastor, made the stoles. 

 
A grant of $10,000 was given to Elko Presbyterian Church in cooperation 
with the Trustees for needed maintenance. 

 
The Presbytery Approved the Committee on Ministry’s recommendation 
that Kimberly Mendoza, a candidate under the Presbytery of Nevada’s 
care, have completed all the ordination requirements, be certified ready to 
receive a call to the ministry. Laying on of hands and a blessing prayer was 
given, and the assembly sang the Doxology. 
 
The Presbytery Approved the Committee on Ministry’s recommendation 
that the Rev Bob Kelley be listed as an Honorably Retired member of the 
Presbytery as of August 1st, 2021. Yes, 2021. We missed it. 

 
Stated Clerk’s Report - Rev J. Christy Ramsey  

The report was presented as distributed before the meeting as Attachment 
A-1. Without objection, the report was affirmed, and actions were 
approved. 

 
Trustees Report  --Elders Vern Manke and Scott Plummer 

 
Without objection, the presbytery received the attachments. There were 
no action items. 
 
C 1 Sale of 35 E Harmon Ave Property 
C 2 Balance Sheet Condensed December 31st, 2022 
C 3 Treasurers Report Condensed December 31st, 2022 
C 4 Mission Funding Explained 
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Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer and good wishes given by Rev. Bob 
Kelley. An expanded presbytery meeting (Monday, September 11th through 
Wednesday, September 13th) will next happen at Zephyr Point Presbyterian 
Conference Center in the fall of 2023. 
 
Minutes taken by, 

 
Rev Kate Freeman 
Journal Clerk 
Presbytery of Nevada 
 

Minutes submitted by, 

 
J. Christy Ramsey 
Stated Clerk/General Presbyter 
Presbytery of Nevada 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

A-1 Docket 
A-2 Clerk’s Report 
 
B-1 Withdrawn 
B-2 Council Minutes January 14th, 2023 
B-3 Presbytery Min February 4th, 2023 
B-4 Commissioned Pastor Policy 
 
C-1 Sale of 35 E Harmon Ave Property 
C-2 Balance Sheet Condensed December 31st, 2022 
C-3 Treasurers Report Condensed December 31st, 2022 
C-4 Mission Funding Explained 
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Attachment B-1 was withdrawn before the meeting. 
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