
May 2017 Notes from the Presbytery Pastor – Presbytery of Nevada 

 
Prayer for Mother’s Day 

 

God our Creator, we pray: 

for new mothers, coming to terms with new responsibility; 

for expectant mothers, wondering and waiting; 

for those who are tired, stressed or depressed; 

for those who struggle to balance the tasks of work and family; 

for those who are unable to feed their children due to poverty; 

for those whose children have physical, mental or emotional disabilities; 

for those who have children they do not want; 

for those who raise children on their own; 

for those who have lost a child; 

for those who care for the children of others; 

for those whose children have left home;  

and for those whose desire to be a mother has not been fulfilled. 

Bless all mothers, that their love may be deep and tender, 

and that they may lead their children to know and do what is good, 

living not for themselves alone, but for God and for others. 

Amen.        (from www.godweb.org website) 

Presbytery Pastor Visiting in the Northwest 

I am looking forward to heading north to meet with pastors, church leaders and congregations in 

the northwestern part of the Presbytery! Denis and I will once again be staying in our motorhome 

in Carson City as our “base camp” from May 4-June 5.  We will be back for the week of June 

19-25, staying in Sparks.   

  

While I am in the northwest, I will be preaching and visiting in various churches on Sundays and 

hoping to meet with each of our pastors.  These visits have no agenda other than listening to how 

you are doing, sharing ministry updates, and anything else that you would like to talk about.   

I really enjoyed these visits last year and hope that you did as well.  My personal goal is to be a 

source of encouragement and support to you, and to pray for you and your family.  It is a 

challenge to really be a connectional church when there are so many miles between us, so this 

time is precious for strengthening relationships. 

    

Please feel free to call, email or text me if you have a date and time in mind.  I will be in touch in 

the coming weeks to follow-up and to firm up meeting dates/times and locations. 

My preaching schedule for the northwest: 

  

May  7           First Presbyterian Church, Virginia City 

May 14          Spanish Springs Presbyterian Church, Sparks 

May 21          Christ Presbyterian Church, Gardnerville 

May 28          Lake Tahoe Community Presbyterian Church, So. Lake Tahoe 

http://www.godweb.org/


June 4           25th Anniversary - Truckee Lutheran/Presbyterian Church (participating in worship)  

June 18         Community Presbyterian Church, Lee Vining 

June 25         St. John’s Presbyterian Church  (Either preaching or giving a greeting/mission  

                     update – not yet confirmed) 

 

FYI: future dates for the northeastern church visits and completing northwest visits. 

Jul 30            Community Presbyterian Church, Lamoille 

Aug 6            First Presbyterian Church, Elko 

Aug 13          Wells Community Presbyterian Church, Wells 

Sep 10           Community Presbyterian Church, Hawthorne 

Sep 17           Reno Korean Presbyterian Church, Sparks (Either preaching or giving a  

                      greeting/mission update – not yet confirmed) 

 

Upcoming Special Events 

Northwest Nevada Pastors:  The Equipping Ministries Committee is hosting a Pastors 

Luncheon on Saturday, May 20 from 12:00-2:00 p.m. at Spanish Springs Presbyterian Church 

(4884 Sparks Blvd., #102 Sparks, NV 89436).  We are planning a wonderful time of good food, 

substantive conversation and warm fellowship.  This promises to be a special chance to share our 

lives and ministries as we strengthen our bonds in service to our Lord Jesus Christ and to his 

church.  Please RSVP by May 1st to RE DeLois Basnett, Chair of Equipping at 702-375-3564 or 

deloismb@cox.net.  Looking forward to seeing you there!   

 

Southern Nevada Pastors Save the Date:   Please mark your calendars for the next Quarterly 

Presbyterian Clergy Lunch and Gathering on Thursday, July 6, 2017 from 12:00-2:00 p.m.  We 

will gather in the Fireside Room at Henderson Presbyterian Church (601 N. Major St. 

Henderson, NV 89015).  More information and invitations will follow.  If you have questions, 

please contact Hilda 702-610-7123 or hilda50@cox.net . 

Meet Our Missionaries – Rev. Dr. Barry and Shelly Dawson in Henderson and in Reno 

Barry and Shelly Dawson are PC(USA) mission co-workers who serve together as the Regional 

Liaisons for Southeast Asia.  While their home base is Bangkok, Thailand, their region of 

responsibility includes the countries of Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, 

Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, and the Philippines.  The Presbytery of Nevada supports the 

Dawsons as part of our global mission commitment – as do several churches in our presbytery.  

We are delighted that they will be traveling through Nevada, sharing their stories of how God is 

at work in SE Asia, and offering inspiration and challenge to us in our own “mission fields.”  

Please plan on attending one of the following: 

Saturday, May 6 Green Valley Presbyterian Church – 5:30 p.m. Service and 

Sunday, May 7   at both 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Services 

      The Dawsons will present a Mission Update during all three worship services. 

Sunday, May 7 -  First Filipino-American Presbyterian Church –  1:30 p.m. 

    Rev. Dr. Barry Dawson will be the preacher.  All are invited. 

Monday, May 8- Henderson Presbyterian Church – 6:00 p.m.   

The Mission Committee is hosting an evening program by the Dawsons,    

sharing their exciting ministry in SE Asia, including a PowerPoint presentation. 

      After the program will be a pot-luck dinner and fellowship.  All are welcome.  
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Tuesday, May 9- St. John’s Presbyterian Church – 7:00 p.m. 

The Mission Committee will be hosting a Missions Night to introduce  

Missionaries Barry and Shelly Dawson. They will share their experiences in 

South East Asia with us. Come and hear their interesting stories followed by 

dessert and fellowship. 
  

Interfaith Breakfast and Speaker in Henderson – All are invited 

 

Rabbi Sanford Akselrad of Congregation Ner Tamid invites you to a breakfast with 

Guest Speaker Rabbi Jessica Oleon Kirschner of 

Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 

Topic: Pastor, Priest & Prophet: Leading Congregations Toward Justice in 

Politically Divisive Times 
Friday, May 12, 2017  8:00 am – 9:15 am 

Congregation Ner Tamid 

55 N. Valle Verde Dr., Henderson 

Please let us know if you plan to join us by responding to Neil Popish at 

npopish@lvnertamid.org or call (702) 733-6292 

A suggested donation of $10 for breakfast is appreciated. 

Rabbi Kirschner works on social justice issues for the Union for Reform Judaism.  A special 

thanks to Rev. Adrian Doll for bringing this event  

Invitation to Go Deeper 

All are welcome to join the next session on Saturday morning, May 20, 2017, from 9:00 AM to 

Noon. We will meet at St. Timothy's Episcopal Church, 43 Pacific Avenue, Henderson, NV 

89015. Beginning with a brief teaching, we will follow with a practice of a contemplative 

spiritual exercise from the Christian tradition. There will be time for silence, prayer, and sharing. 

There is no cost. Come explore the contemplative dimension of life. If you have questions, 

contact Ken Larson at 702-675-5690 (call or text) or Nathan Allen at 702-403-4904 (call or text). 

We’re proud of you! 

*From the Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference Center’s monthly newsletter, PointGuard 

comes this good news story:  A work party from Grace Presbyterian Church of Las Vegas 

came two weeks ago. These 19 volunteers spent 456 hours accomplishing much: carpet laying 

and painting in Cabin 58, installation of safety measures in various buildings, pavers in front 

of Hubbard Lodge, pine needle raking, and snow shoveling! A huge thanks to ….!  Well done 

Grace Presbyterian Church!  Thank you for your faithful partnership with Zephyr Point. 

   

If you would like to know more about what’s happening at Zephyr Point or would like to 

subscribe to the PointGuard, please check out ZP’s new website at www.zephyrpoint.org.  There 

are some wonderful conferences planned in the coming months as well as opportunities for 

personal retreats or family gatherings.  Make it a point to learn more about this spectacular 

corner of the Presbytery of Nevada!  (Or check out the beautiful video tour by following the Link 

on the Presbytery of Nevada website – www.nevadapresbytery.org ). 
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*Congratulations to Lamoille Community Presbyterian Church!  The St. Patrick’s Day 

Dinner and Talent/No Talent Show raised $1,800.00!   $1,000 will go to the Lola Jones 

Scholarship and $800.00 toward the restoration of the Church windows.  Well done LCPC! 

 

*Congratulations to Valley Presbyterian Church (NCD) in Mesquite on a very successful 

Rummage/Craft/Bake Sale on April 18.   The church was able to raise $1,715.00!  In addition, 

here is a great idea:  The unsold baked goods were taken to the Police Department, Fire 

Department, Beehive and Highland Manor (nursing care facility).  In addition, unsold items were 

donated to the La Virgen de Guadalupe Catholic Church Thrift Store!  Great way to benefit the 

whole community! 

 

Check out our new website! 

A huge thanks to our amazing webmaster the Rev. Christy Ramsey for creating a wonderful 

new Presbytery of Nevada website!  It is loaded with easy to access information, documents, 

directories, links, up-to-date news and excellent photos!  No password needed.  I encourage you 

to refer often to the website, as new information is always being posted.  Remember the website 

address is: www.nevadapresbytery.org.  If you have something to post, contact Christy at 

christyramsey@nevadapresbytery.org. 

 

Prayers Requested 

Please continue to keep the Rev. Rebecca Watkins in your prayers.  Her surgery was successful 

– praise the Lord! –  but the recovery will take time.  Let us pray for strength, patience and 

healing.  If you’d like to send an encouraging note or card:  

Rev. Rebecca Watkins (husband: Jim) P.O. Box 267  Lee Vining, CA 93541 

 

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

I look forward to hearing from you with any joys, concerns, questions, updates, etc.  Let 

me know how I can pray for you, for your family and for your congregation.  It is a great 

privilege for me to serve you as Presbytery Pastor.  In Christ, Hilda 
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