
April Notes from the Presbytery of Nevada – Presbytery Pastor Hilda Pecoraro 

 
It was 48 years ago today, April 4, 1968, that the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated by 

a gunman while in Memphis, Tennessee.  On this anniversary of Dr. King’s death, I offer one of his 

prayers quoted in a January 15, 2016 Guideposts online article. 

 
Forgive us for what we could have been but failed to be. 

O Thou Eternal God, out of whose absolute power and infinite intelligence the whole universe has  

come into being, we humbly confess that we have not loved thee with our hearts, souls and minds, 

and we have not loved our neighbors as Christ loved us. 

We have all too often lived by our own selfish impulses rather than by the life of sacrificial love as 

revealed by Christ.  

We often give in order to receive.  

We love our friends and hate our enemies.  

We go the first mile but dare not travel the second.  

We forgive but dare not forget.  

And so as we look within ourselves, we are confronted with the appalling fact that the history of 

our lives is the history of an eternal revolt against you.  

But thou, O God, have mercy upon us.  

Forgive us for what we could have been but failed to be.  

Give us the intelligence to know your will.  

Give us the courage to do your will.  

Give us the devotion to love thy will.  

In the name and spirit of Jesus we pray.   Amen.  

Adapted from "Thou, Dear God": Prayers That Open Hearts and Spirits, The Reverend Doctor Martin Luther 

King, Jr., edited by Lewis V. Baldwin (Beacon Press, 2014) 

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

By Mary L. Moore-Keish (from www.pcusa.org/ideas) 
 

This is a (mostly) true story. For the forty days of Lent, one congregation focused on preparing for the central 
event of the Christian year at Easter. Members took up new spiritual disciplines, they fasted, and they prayed. 
When Easter morning arrived, the church was resplendent in white lilies; the choir sang better than it ever had 
before; and everyone shouted, “Alleluia! He is risen!”  The next Sunday, the church was back to normal.  No 
more lilies, no more white paraments, no more Alleluias. At the announcements time, the pastor stood up and 
said, “Well, now that Easter is over ...” 
 
The good news is that Easter isn’t over the week after Easter Sunday! In fact, Easter is not just one day; it is a 
season that lasts fifty whole days — until Pentecost.  In the ancient church, was a time 

set aside for learning about and celebrating what it means to live as a baptized Christian. The fancy name for this 
teaching was mystagogy. Preachers like Augustine and Ambrose took this time to preach on the Christian life, 
now that there was a new group of folks who had been baptized on Easter morning.  
 

http://www.pcusa.org/ideas


Today, the Easter season may still provide a good opportunity to focus on what it means to walk the Christian 
Way in the world. For those who preach from the lectionary, it also offers the chance to explore the post-
resurrection appearances of Jesus and wrestle with the question of what resurrection really means for our faith. 
In either case, the Great Fifty Days focuses our attention on our identity as those who have died and been raised 
with Christ in our baptism. 
 
How can we recover the understanding of Easter as a season this year? By incorporating some of these ideas 
for worship: 

 Keep those white paraments up until Pentecost.  Doing so will provide a visual reminder that this is 
not Ordinary Time but part of a longer season in which we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 Consider learning a new musical Alleluia and using it throughout the Easter season. You may use it 
               as a part of the Call to Worship, as a response to the declaration of forgiveness, or as a response to   
               the Gospel reading. 

 During this time, clergy may wish to take up the ancient practice of mystagogy: preaching on the 
practice of the Christian life in the context of baptism. 

 It is particularly appropriate to celebrate the Lord’s Supper during this season and to remember the 
story of the disciples on the road to Emmaus, with whom Jesus took bread, blessed, and broke it, 
“and their eyes were opened 

 

For me, one of the highlights of the Spring Presbytery meeting at Grace Presbyterian Church was 
receiving the Rev. Dr.  Douglas Gregg as an Honorably Retired member of the Presbytery of 
Nevada.  Douglas was the Chaplain at Occidental College when I was a student there from 1978-
1982, and I had not seen him for 34 years!  We welcome Douglas to Nevada Presbytery, along with 
other new members, the Rev. Jim Blades and the Rev. Kyong Gun “David” Pak. 
 
In last month’s “Notes” I highlighted a conference for pastors sponsored by the Board of Pensions 
called CREDO.  This month, I would like to bring another resource to your attention.  Douglas has 
given me permission to highlight a new opportunity for those interested in Christian Formation 
and Spiritual Direction.  The following is a general overview of the program. 
 

Certificate Program in  
Christian Formation and Spiritual Direction 

2016-2018 
Offered at a Ranch in Washoe Valley between Reno and Carson City beginning in September 2016 

By Christian Formation & Direction Ministries in conjunction with its 

Nevada Regional Network 

 

Christian Formation & Direction Ministries [CFDM] is a non-profit Christian ministry incorporated in California in 1996.  

It’s mission is to  “lead others into a deeper love for and intimacy with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit through spiritual 

formation and the art of spiritual direction…particularly through the training, re-sourcing, networking, and supervising of 

spiritual directors for Christian churches in the western United States.”  For more information visit its website at 

www.cfdm.org.     

 

The goal of the Certificate Program in Christian Formation and Spiritual Direction is to help the student  

 To mature into deeper intimacy and friendship with the Triune God 

 To develop a theology of Christian spirituality by drawing on and integrating insights from Scripture, theology, 

historical traditions, psychology and related fields 

http://www.cfdm.org/


 To discover the richness of one’s own spiritual tradition and the gifts and blessings of other traditions 

 To learn about, and engage in, spiritual habits and practices that facilitate spiritual growth 

 To grow in balancing prayer, study and service and in developing practical wisdom based on Scripture, tradition, 

reason, and experience 

 To gain experience and skills in providing individual and group spiritual direction in a Christ-centered program and 

context   

 To participate in a creative partnership among Christian spiritual directors in the Southwest    

 

Certificate Program Events and Dates 

 Year One [Focus on Christian formation and introduction to the art of spiritual direction] 

September 16-18, 2016 Class in Spiritual Formation, Friday afternoon at 2:00 pm thru Sunday afternoon 

in the Washoe Valley   

January 27-29, 2017  Class/training continued, Friday evening thru Sunday afternoon…    

  May 12-14  Class in Spiritual Practices, Friday evening thru Sunday afternoon…  

  

  By arrangement  Monthly retreat Days 

  By arrangement  Monthly individual meetings with a spiritual director  

 

 Year Two [For those continuing, focused now entirely on supervised training in spiritual direction] 

September 8-10, 2017 Class/training continued, Friday evening thru Sunday afternoon at a location to 

be determined in the Carson City area    

  January 12-14 2018  Class/training continued, Friday evening thru Sunday afternoon               

  

  May 11-13  Class/training continued, Friday evening thru Sunday afternoon   

  By arrangement  Regular meeting with one’s spiritual director 

  By arrangement  Monthly individual retreat days 

  TBD   Monthly supervision for direction given 

  By arrangement  Participation in a network of spiritual directors 

 
For costs, entry requirements, faculty and more information or an application, contact 

 

Douglas Gregg, President and Co-Director of CFDM - dgregg@cfdm.org – (435) 632-3467 or (702) 485-5215 –

www.cfdm.org 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 

News 

It is with sadness, I announce the death of Mrs. Patricia Lemme, the wife of the Rev. Ralph Lemme.  Following 

Ralph’s death in December, Pat had moved to Washington with her son David.  Our prayers are with the entire 

Lemme family as they grieve the loss of their parents.  May God bless them with comfort, hope and peace. 

 

Celebrations 

We celebrate the Installation of the Rev. Kyong Gun “David” Pak as Pastor of the Reno Korean-American 

Presbyterian Church.   A wonderful service and celebration was held on Sunday, March 20, 2016.  May God bless 

Rev. Pak and the congregation with a long and fruitful ministry together! 

 

Belated congratulations to the Rev. Bob Stover, who celebrated his 90th Birthday on March 8th with a surprise party 

given in his honor by family and friends as well as two parties given by hospital staff where Bob serves as 

Chaplain.  May the Lord bless Bob with many more healthy and productive years!  You are a blessing indeed. 

 

We also congratulate Rev. Prachuab Dechawan on his 75th Birthday, celebrated March 20th with a Surprise Party 

and feast following Palm Sunday worship!  Blessings, dear brother in Christ! 

 

Coming Event:  Let us join in celebrating the Installation of the Rev. Pat Mecham as Pastor of Spanish Springs 

Presbyterian Church on Sunday, April 10, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.at Spanish Springs PC.  All are welcome! 
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