
Accounts of Jesus’ Resurrection in the Four Gospels 
 

Matthew 28:1-10      
After the sabbath, as the first 
day of the week was dawning, 
Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. And 
suddenly there was a great 
earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, 
came and rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. His appearance 
was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow. For fear 
of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. But the 
angel said to the women, “Do 
not be afraid; I know that you 
are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here; for he 
has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he 
lay. Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples, ‘He has been raised 
from the dead, and indeed he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; 
there you will see him.’ This is 
my message for you.” So they 
left the tomb quickly with fear 
and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met 
them and said, “Greetings!” And 
they came to him, took hold of 
his feet, and worshiped him. 
Then Jesus said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there 
they will see me.”  
 
Matthew 28:11-20 
Rumor of plot to steal body 

Great Commission (go and make 
     disciples, baptizing, teaching) 

Mark 16:1-8      
When the sabbath was over, 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary 
the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that 
they might go and anoint him. 
And very early on the first day 
of the week, when the sun had 
risen, they went to the tomb. 
They had been saying to one 
another, “Who will roll away 
the stone for us from the 
entrance to the tomb?” When 
they looked up, they saw that 
the stone, which was very 
large, had already been rolled 
back. As they entered the 
tomb, they saw a young man, 
dressed in a white robe, sitting 
on the right side; and they 
were alarmed. But he said to 
them, “Do not be alarmed; you 
are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. 
He has been raised; he is not 
here. Look, there is the place 
they laid him. But go, tell his 
disciples and Peter that he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; 
there you will see him, just as 
he told you.” So they went out 
and fled from the tomb, for 
terror and amazement had 
seized them; and they said 
nothing to anyone, for they 
were afraid. 
 
Mark 16:9-20 
Shorter ending (proclamation) 
Longer ending (appearances, 
     signs and wonders) 

Luke 24:1-12     
But on the first day of the week, at 
early dawn, they came to the 
tomb, taking the spices that they 
had prepared. They found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb, 
but when they went in, they did 
not find the body. While they were 
perplexed about this, suddenly 
two men in dazzling clothes stood 
beside them. The women were 
terrified and bowed their faces to 
the ground, but the men said to 
them, “Why do you look for the 
living among the dead? He is not 
here, but has risen. Remember 
how he told you, while he was still 
in Galilee, that the Son of Man 
must be handed over to sinners, 
and be crucified, and on the third 
day rise again.” Then they 
remembered his words, and 
returning from the tomb, they told 
all this to the eleven and to all the 
rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Mary the mother of 
James, and the other women with 
them who told this to the 
apostles. But these words seemed 
to them an idle tale, and they did 
not believe them. But Peter got up 
and ran to the tomb; stooping and 
looking in, he saw the linen cloths 
by themselves; then he went 
home, amazed at what had 
happened.  
 
Luke 24:13-53 
Emmaus road (breaking bread) 
Jerusalem (eating fish) 
Ascension at Bethany 

John 20:1-18      
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set 
out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He 
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but 
he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 
into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the 
cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw 
and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, 
that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to 
their homes.  
     But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she 
bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, 
sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head 
and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and 
I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, 
she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 
me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said 
to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not 
hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 
go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and 
she told them that he had said these things to her.  
 
John 20:19–21:25 
Easter evening (locked doors, peace, receive the Holy Spirit) 
Appearance to Thomas (locked doors, one week later) 
Breakfast by the sea (miraculous catch, feed my sheep) 



Other Bible Passages Related to Resurrection 
 
Isaiah 25:6–9 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a 
feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained 
clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the 
sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord 
GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take 
away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is 
our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom 
we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
John 11:21–27 
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But 
even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, 
“Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe 
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
 
Acts 4:32-35 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person 
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to 
each as any had need. 
 
Acts 10:34–43 
Then Peter began to speak to them: … “We are witnesses to all that *Jesus+ did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us 
who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about 
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
Romans 6:3-11 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might 
walk in newness of life.  

 
 
     For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified 
with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised 
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The 
death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So 
you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:12–22 
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there 
is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ 
has not been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has 
been in vain and your faith has been in vain. We are even found to be 
misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he 
did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, 
then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and 
you are still in your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If 
for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.  
     But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 
have died. For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the 
dead has also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be 
made alive in Christ. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who 
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 
him those who have died. 
 
Revelation 21:1-5 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of 
God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first 
things have passed away.”  
     And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 
new.” 


